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Ricardo Mendez Barbara Menendea 

'kocomcndez@ltotma 
il.com" To: R3 MountajntomEPA 
<rscomendez C C :  

Subject: Please Stop Destni~tive Mountdntop Remaval Mining 
0 1/06/2004 02:OO 
PM 

Dear M z  John Voncn, Project Manager, 

Please. work to amend the EPA's draft e~virorrmental impact statement, We 
cannot staid by as Buslr dlows coal compdims to cffativdy destroy the 
Appalachia community. 

We have to makc tb dtninistration consider better attemativea. Please, 
do everything you can to amend the drafi EIS. 

-- 
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Sincerely, 
Zina R. Mcrlun 
120 Victory At*. 
Lexington, KY 40502 

Mountaintop Removal and Vdley Fill mining te;chnjque was allowed in SMGRA with a 
valance &om AOC based on the determination that 
an alternative post-mining iaud me, a higher md better me, required the valley fa. The 
law required that permittem prove that 
the higher use wits feasible, compatible with adjacent land uses, demanded by the market, 
and supported by investment in necessary 
puhlic facilities, among other requirements, After redding through many Kentucky 
permits requesting a variance .Eas such higher and 
better land uses, I can say that overwhelmingly such land uses as proposed did not fulfill 
the documentation required md were not 13-3-2 
at all higher and better uses. There i s  some small percentage of moutltrimntop 
rernovaI/vaky fill land ha t  can be r~Xarmed to 
higher uses, hut the vast majority becomes relatively barren and less valuable &an the 
forest and streams that were there before. 
SMCKA exists because the economic need and profit of one industry, cod, should not 
compromise the well-beiag and the economic 
potential of other irrdustxiss, or the health and safety ofresidents, or the health of the 
environment. Too many casts d coal 
extraction are externalized to be borne by residents of the a r c l ~  iri which mountaintop 
remtvt.al occurs. and to be borne in the 1-s 

J m n i  f ax: W"ri?rrick 
~ E K R I C K C  stag. ca . 'PO: ri3 

iii~~ntainti?kA?ETA 
gcv> t3C: 

Sub jec t :  E1runtaii::np 

Mining E1S 
01/06JZJ04 01: 0 2  
F51 

of biodiversity, clean water and healthy watersheds. 
The way the law h~ been administered and enforced, valley fills bwe k e n  aliowd any 
time a cornparty wimted one to avoid the cmt 
of AOC or to get at a bit more coal a bit more cheaply, Thjs was not the purpose for 
which SMCRA wm tsdevtsed. The ,stream buffer 
zone required to Lre crbserved when mining would not have beerr instituted bad i t  not k e n  
cmsidered in~pxtarrt. How ironic to require 
that miriing slay hack from a stream htrt Alow a neighboring stream to be bttried in  
overburden. 
The only way to reduce the environmentai impact on watersheds from Mountaintop 
Removal Nalley FiIl mining is to enforce the: law as 
it was written or perhaps even include stiffer restrictions on the practice. The cx~mulative 
impact of this unretrajned prwticc 
costs Ear too ~ u c h  111 terms of changd dra~aage patterns and resultant flooding, Iws of 
important headwater habitat, contamination 

DOBZ ?Ir . Forren :  

9-3-2 

F u r t n e r ,  t h e  aLLcxiince a1 L?rgea. valley tiils ii. rr;t csnv i a c i n y  iy 
justified by e.:ocnrnic c o n c o r w .  

of drinking water wells, and a b s s ~  of other impacts. 

J n  or&r to be i n  c.oc;if;Xiance w i t h  NEPA, rhz  EIS rmst prqli*?~? arid 
explore lass anz~irc.~zrrb.;intaLLy drtrnsging s S ? . e r * : a t i v e ~ .  The rJraf t EIS 
shcjl: ld 
be .rir;nded to i n c o . q m r a t s  such a2 ' ;e rna t i . s . s~  am? re-circ-.rLet..ad to -11~lcjw 
the ph1i.c the opportunity to r e v i m  and commerlr. on tlii~se c t h e n  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

7ha:lk you f o r  'ihc app?i: tutl i t i ;  t~ C O M i O T t .  

----* 
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Robert Mertz 

Mr. JoRn F o q  US EPA 
1650 Arc,h SbraGt 

a-m-- Fc;rsaaxd& kyJr :>avid RidfriR3/rJbSEPA!U3 or! i E / L ? ~ > / ; ) : i ~ l ?  34 : 4.2 Pb1 ----- 

mine le, It is time to end this a ~ &  md destructive m& of mining, and move to a I 1 -9 
mom $mst&ab1e source of energy, 

J d i n  F c ~ r e r ~ ,  E n v l . r o m e n t a L  Pcc tec t im Aaency 
U,S, EEA ! IEA30)  
i I:%? Arr, l i  l t  rq r t  
P h i  !%++lphia,  PA 19Jt7.3 

sgp?is-!ia:lces. 
Ir! h i s  spare  time he uses h i s  consicEer3hle mec,hanizsl s k i l l s  til ::s<31> 

lli i? 

4 -wl-wci 
.zizi:-~' truck aind ATY w ~ r k i n g .  Jurtin ia g:>ing to ~ o I i c 3 0  i n  s cnlall !xi:' 

prc.otic;j.ous 
scl?ool. near Nev Y ~ x l t  C i t y .  He ~ c s u l d  never aEPcird ti: s w d  him there, 

but 
he wa.3 
gi:-en a grea t  finarici .ai  package at the ~ ? c R v s l .  Ik seems to he s i l j ? , i r i ~ j  

; ~ i . L e g f  
.life i . ~  F( v e r y  po3iti.il~. way. L ~ C . I : C J Y S O ~  fercir.13, thester and s t i r t 3 y i n ' ~  
keep h i  ih 

j>,~sy arid sc.;i~LL;' i2vclvt l-d w i t h  his f d l l ~ d  ~i'~;l~!i?f,~. Tkey  B L C  !):.~th 
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<a11 se3 
fl3::tilt;z:r d i s a s t c r ~ e  i;~ mountair: cixmu!~ities. The? d s a f t  EX? i g n c r e s  t h e  

Thank you, 
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James Mesich Teresa Mesich 

----- Fomrrlded by John F;om/R3/USEPA/US on 01/05/04 09:30 XW ----- 

jkbohfiles@aol.com 
Tw : John EorrenIR3/USEPA/ US@EPA 

01/05/04 M:33 PM cc: 

Subject: mountaintop ernoval minirrg 

Stand against this please. 

James Mesictl 
830 43rd St. 
Ruck Isfatd, 11. 61201 

Please do d you cm to thwart. this effnrt. 
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Alissa Meyer 
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Judy Meyer 

Judy Meyer 
<meycr@sparc.ec& To: R3 Mountahtop@]EPA 
gy.uga,edu> cc: 

Subject: comment on Draft EIS 
01 /05/2004 03:31 
PM 

Dear Mr. Forsen, 

1 am an quatic scientist who has studied rivers md stream izl the 
Appdachims for cl~ree decdes. I am very concerned a b u t  the manner in 
which scientific infomatioti was incorporated into the Draft 
hvirr3nmen t a1 
Xrnpc"ctilssessmettt for Mountsintop hhing/Vdey Fills in Appdachia, md 
1 
do not ahink the best achm afternstive was considered or selected. 
Specific comxnents on the draft EIS follow: 

f . The purpose of the Clean Watcr Act is to protect and restarc the 
phy"ical, chemical and biological integrity of our Nation's waters. 
Muun&nhp mining impairs ihc physical, ~I~emical md b i o l ~ c ~ l  
integrity 
of Appahchim streams. The scientific studies done as p a t  of this EIS 
h ~ w  clearly demonstrated that; yct the results of these stu&cs are 
buried 
in appendices and their conclusions are inadequrtely and inaccurately 
conveyed In the draR EIS. 1 was particularly concerned by the 
statement 

in the Executrve Szrmmaq that the "apisliotls atld t4ea.s" of  d ~ e  authors of 
ah technicd studies "do not necessarily reflect the position or view 
of 
the agencies preparing tiis EIS." The awdlors af the teclmicd sst~dies 
did 
not have "opinions and views." miat they wrote was the ~ s z &  of 
analyses 

of scientific data. The quoted statement implies a subjectivity iri data 
and+ that is an insult to the authors of those tecl~nical studies, 
These results cm~mt. he simply rejected (ox dowplayed and ignored as 
has 
been done iu rnwh trf the EIS) as differetlt "views " The auLhors have 
presented logical reasons for tlzei~ co~lclusioxis based on data, In 
contrast, the agenciajs have not presented the screntific results or 
kogical 
aprnents  that ~tupport their "tiews" (i e, their choice of the preferred 
alteuzarlve). Ttie Executive Summary misrepresents the results of rnmy 
of 
these techt~icd studies. For exmpk: 

a. EC7-3: 711e forelst mgrowth studies Ly Hmdd md oll~ers shoxV little 
if 
any forest regrowth oo reclaimed mine sites. It will t& centuries for 
these forests to recover. That fact is not adequately represented by 
dl e 
statement that '.'natural succession . . was slowed." In dditio11 the 
fact 
that '"better rectamatim techniques ... a e  f>ein$ promoted" is fine, but 
no 

evidence has been presented that (1)these reclamation techmques result 
in 
hedthp native foesrs in a eeasonablc penod of time or (2) that mining 
operadons are required to actually use them. 

b. E'i-3: The assessment of length of stream impacted by rnlaing 
actmities 
is a p m  underestimate This estimate is based on anillyses of 
topographic maps, which even at the 1:24,000 scale vastly underestimate 
the 
length of smdl stteams. Nowhere in this EIS lras there been an adequate 
assessment of the actrtd fen& of s t r cm miles potentidly hyacted. 
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17ri3 
is a semus shortcoming. Stuciies done elsewhere in the Appalachians 
have 
shown that only 21% of i3ctual %stream miles we= indicated on 1 :24?CWO 
scde 
maps. A similar analysis should have been done to determine the 
potmtial 
t x k n l  of impact of rnauntaCltap mining in the region. Thcl EIS is 
incomplete a-itlzout this. Yet studies that have been done as part of the 
EIS provide a way to do this. I n ~ m i t t e n t  and perennial streams begin 
in 
watersheds with a median size of 14 and 41 acres respectively. 1t is a 
relatively straightfornard GIs task to use DEMS to &vide the area into 
watersheds and use those rnlnimum watershed areas to set where streams 
begin 
and to assew the length of qtream potentially impacted by the proposed 
activities. This would be a much better assessment t11m that bbsscd on 
1:24,000 maps. 

c. ES-4: 'TJw statement &at 1nining is "d~~racterizad by an increase ia 
minerds in the water" is a gmss misrepresentation of tile data 
presented. 
Sulfate concentrations are 41 time5 greater on mined sites; total 
dissolved 
solids are 16 tmes greater; conductivity is at least ti times p a t e r ;  
and 
selenium is over 7 tirnes greater. Moreover the medim value of selefiiwn 
is 
more t h n  twice the EPA safe drb~kb~g water staxrdard, and 66 violations 
of 
&king water stmdards for selenium were found below vdey  ftB 
sites. 
These are very sigmflcmt Impacts on the chefnicd hiegnty OF our 
Nation's watcrs that hhac not been ndcquatcly addressed in the EIS. 
'These 
hkds of ch~mges impair biologicid itliepity of the wders as well at; 
pose 
threats to haman health, 

d. FS-4: Ncz mention is made of the results of the study '% S u m  s f  
Eight 

Rlyom Aquatic Insect Orders Associated with SmaU I leadwater Streams 
Subject 
to Vatley F21s fmm &lvunvhsas>p cz~dix U, Part 2. This 
study 
clemly showed that there is a &verse aquatic insect fauna associated 
with 
the small lwadwatex streams that are being lost as a result of 
mom taintop 
mining. 

e. ES-4: The statement that ''questions stiU remain regarding the 
correfation of impacts..," is a misrepcesent~tion of the idormation 
the 
technicd study. Fulk et dl show that streams below valley fills h i e  
consistently lower measures of biottc integrity, fewer t axa, and fewer: 

certainty in b e  impacts of mouniain~irp rnming rhm is j~~stified by the 
data presented, 111e data demonstrate clearly &at there is an impact of 
mountaintop m m g  on the b i ~ b g i ~ d  integrity of our EsJ&ot~'s waters. 

goflution-set~sitive taxsa. Only one mined bask had sites with good 
biological integit'y, md that was d~wixx~ one season in the midde of a 
drought "rhe mmnexr in which these d ~ t a  are summanzed here impks levs 

f. EY-4: "fhe statements on the impact of valley fills on hydrology of 
stRarn3 (e.8. changes in baseflow and stnrm responses) are misleading. 
n r e  
fwt that streams below vdley fils have l-ighcr runoff during large 
rmifd events mems thd tlteoc streams are more prone to flooding. 
The 
hydrology shtdies show &at the increuw in storm nmoff rentking from 
mining is greatest in dse largest mixred catcl~ment ad least in the 
smallest 
mined catcfment. ' l b t  says thut R o o h g  md the public safety 
consequences of flood* are of p l l t  coilcern in areas subjected to 
mountgintop mming; it  a1 so says that if larger areas are mined, the 
impacts of flooding will be greater tbm if smaller weas are miued. 
Both 
of &me are extremely rejctzant points to ktcorporate ki EIS endysc.;. 
17rat has not been done in tlus draft. Mountaintop mitling impairs the 
physical integrity of our Nation's waters; this fact bas not been 
sdeguatelg conveyed in the draft EIS. 

--- 
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g. ES-4: M y  comments 1 c and f when combined make an additional point 
d1at 
should hate been coxlsdered in the El$ hut was not. Given much lugher 
concentratrom of chemicbds (some of which c m  be toxic, like selenhm) 
and 
higher storm drscharges leaving valley fills, that mems that downstream 
areas ndl be subjecied to much higher loading (the prdtrct of 
concentration times discharge) of chemicals. This is of great concern 
and 
the EIS should be looking fox dtematives that minimix &is downstwm 
loading. 

h. Smdl headwater strems pmvide lamy valzmble ecosystem sermxs, 
all 
of which are lost when they are l>uried by mottntaintop m i h g .  One such 
service is removd of nutrieuts, which smdl streams do particularly 
well, 
as cl.~own in 1.itndies ptthlislzed in both Nature and Scietzce. This was not 
a c k n o w e  in the &aft EIS. 

1Xe.e numerous examples of misrepresentation of findings of the 
~echnical 
stucties and lack of incorporation of infomation from the published 
scientific literature iuz the draft ETS are cause for p a t  concern abaut 
the way in which science was used to evaluate the envirmmentd impact 
of 
the alternatives. 

2. 'T'lne purpose of the EIS is to develop agency policies and pwceduws 
to 
minin&,e the adverse environmental effects of mountaintop mivling 
aperstions. The alternatives should have been judged based m that, 
Bawd 
on what is writ~en about why &the preferred dtematiw was sdected 
j"heemse of the improved eff"rciemy, coilaboralion, ditiaion of labor, 
benefits to the public and appkcmt$ and the recopidon that some 
proposals will likelj~ be suited for Ips, and others best processed as 
NiW21'3, it is clear that the criterion of &hizing environmental 
impact 
was NOT the basis ou which the dkmative was chosen. That is not how 
the 

law says this shar~ld be &XI.-\ I see Etde ei~vimnmental benefit in the 
alternative chosen. Them rs no way these projects should be pennirted 
tmder a mitionwide pcmit. That qpe of a pennit is only supposed to be 
used if there is no C I ~ E S ~ ~ V E  iTtlp~ct OE the actit-itfps. That  i s  
dearly 
not &e case kcre. As has b m  clearly demonstrated in the technicsl 
studies incltrded with this EfS, there is measurable cumdndve impact- of 
mountgintop mining. Even tbe gross underestimate of the miles of 
s trearns 
buricd by this practice demonstrates the magnitude of this cumulative 
impact. And the impa~t is pelmanefit. Omx these streims are buried, 

hey 
are gone. 'Ihe mapitude win$ pernunewe of this imp~ct m&es it 
cssmtial 
that individrtd g e d b  be require$ for each n k e .  If this requires 
chat 
m o e  iadividuals be hired by the repplator)- age11cy to do these studies 
md 
eV&&Lbns, then increase the pernit fecs tr:, Cover: the Cost of h h g  
the 
additiond persannel. These stuemns are a valuable resource thst 
the mini% operation is eliminating fonver, 

3.  Altern&tte 1 seems more protective of the cnvkxzment &an either 
alternatives 2 or 3 or as action, However, even Action Akemative 1, 
in 
which dl operatiot~s wouki requirt: indi.ridud permit?, veerns to be 
ixlsufjtirjent reduction af the environment4 impacts of moufit&ltop 
m&g,? 
pr imdy because so masly of the critical details are left mspecified. 
For example, mitigation is proposed to replxe aquatic functions &at 
11 ave 
been destroyed. It is not dear that this has ever heear done in any 
stream 
wltigatmn project. W%y was not one of the alternatives considered one 
in 
which streams are p e m m t l y  set aside in conservation casements? 
Prutec~ 
the fmctionkg quatic ecosystems that remain rather khan trying to 
recreate those ccosys tcms, which has proven to hc an elusive goal. 
Development of BMPs offers Ettlc environmutd benefit unless those 
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BMPs 
are enforced. Without the requirement for use of effective BMPs, this 
alternative offer lit& ena-ironmentd betlefit. Merely "improt4 
data collection, shwkg, *ad analysis" d l  cia lit& to benefit dxe 
enmnment  unless there are. strict cequiremcltzts for the reporting of 
the 
kformatiurr collected. \&%at qrjesrions we the data collection and 
analysis 
clesipeci to address? K1io dl do the mwlysis? ?%31at reportmg 
de adline s 
and reviews uldl be ~ c p i r e d i  I am particulwly concerned &uut llrt 
lack 
uf specificity on the types ofbiological malalyses &at tviE be required 
of 
individual permits and of the analyses of ecosystem function t h d  will 
be 
requited in individud permit$. Bath biota and ecosystem function are 
impacted by mountklintop mmiag; tt is c n d d  that the penn~tti~g 
xAvities adequately assess those bsses so &at the true costs of 
mountaintop mining can be determined and &equate compensation pravided 
to 
rhc public fox heir losses. T h e  EIS placcs much weight on dcvelopent 
of 
f~mctxmd assessments hy the CUE, but at present these are just 
prumises. 
Ir is not at all clear how these would be done; md if they are not done 
correctly, then appropriate permitting and mitigation decisions cannot 
be 
made. 

5. The technical studies show that larger mining operations have 
@ead;er 
environtnental impact. Clearly one dternative considenxi should have 
been 
to limit the size of these operations. 

5 .  Designation of areas unsuitdde far fiLL (ADID) is aa important 
activity. l'kere is no wag to judge wheuher t h s  is gokg to be done 
appropriately based 011 information in this EIS If done comctly, h i s  
cctutd be an importm~ way to protect these resources. If not done weU, 
it 

6 In general, &e proposed alternative offers many promises but 
inadequate details (e.g. BMIJs, ADID, etc. as outlined above) an &at is 
gokg to be done by whom, wbm, md whgt is going to be recommmded vs. 
rctqrxired. 

OverdlL1, I fid this draft EXS has serious shoctcomurgs in the manner in 
which science was reparted and used t5 evaluate alternatives and in the 
alternatives cmsrdered, None of the alternatives considered would 
adequately- reduce the ent4mnmentd irnpxcts of mountaintop mining. It 
is 
essenhal [hat 831 aJkxmlJve k1c11trie restrictiuns on the s i ~ e  oC valley 
fiUs .sad include specific statements on how rccomrnendaZior~s will be 
tmylaen ted . 

Jtidith L. Meper 
Distiaguished Research Professor of Fxo1og-y 

PHONE 700-542-3363 
FAX 706-542-3394 
meyed&aparc.eco1o~,ug~.edu 

MTWINF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium A-I 093 Section A - Citizens 



Greg Miles Sue Miles 

Re: Mountaintop Mining 

t am writing to tsxpwss my opposition ta mountaintop mining for coal, the PMWSS of removing 
mountain and hill tops for skip mining, and depos'rting the rubbfe into sunaundlng strearnrs and 
vabys. I 
This pmcefis has destfOpd over 700 mike of 5trecdmS in the Appsriachisn Mournins ainm 
1985, and continues to destroy impIact48bk ripahn haWts. 

It is w m g  to destroy thk precious h a m ,  and to forewr deprive future g@nm$hs of these 
beautiful pfacm. One asp& of this that I5 &&Wi8& troubling: how much energy Is produced 
from the destruction of o m  of thwe stmrmma? Is it @few days of energy for ia mile OP so of 
stream? Energy that ia consumed In relative moments, and a stream that :t gone forever. 

Thank you, 

To: ITS. En~4iisonrnentd Protection Agency, Region 3, Phitadclpiiia, PA 
From: C. Sue Miles, Ph .D., Morgantort.n, WV 26508 
Re: Public Ckrnment. Letter of Protest, Drafi EIS: Mountaintop Mining 1x1 
AppdaclGa. 

"Shere are three particularly significant long-rmge issues k~fluencing the overall 
enew-envisonment:d-econoinic status of the United States, as well ss dl the other 
cormtries on e d h .  

I .  Natural resources sr@ being depleted at  an idarming rate relath-e to Lke age of the 
earth, and relative to the loltlgtean Euturr: of man-kind on earth. 'lhe rate of 
utilizstion of coal needs to be brought under some control relative to potenhd far 
serving mankind for hundreds of pner~t ions Into the filmre. As a long tern 
supporter for the reality axid work of the EIS I must implore you not to be led astray 
from oiigind cumruittment and to present &is issue md point ~ L z  t l ~ e  direction of 
progress. 

2. PoUutants such as sulfu~ oxides, n i t r q p  oxides, atrd esgecislup ozone (fanned 
from these previatts two pollutants) are xcumutatitlg in the earth's atmosphere at BI 

ulcrdblp high rate. Mmy m a s  ofthe United States, fox exmrnple, src u~ider ozotre 
manitorkg with hedtlr effects on fiumms md mhals  dready recognizrtble, Further, 
the microscup~c pzlrf culates spread over lav areas are cmying dsarbed hazardous 
cmcer-causing pollutants such as polynuclenr aromatic hpdrocsrbo~~s and trace 
efemeuts idud ing  unercurg, arsenic, c~dmirun, mmptlese, selenium, et.d in trigktlp 
activated forms. 'The EIS needs to present these issues and indicicate some of the 
directions fur resoltttim, 

3- Global warming is occurring on earth at an ahrming rate, tis tswdenced by recent 
studies reported in the United States, Europe, Jrrpm and other countries. Greenhouse 
gases are widlout question R major contributor, if m t  the primary cause. ?hue  gases 
are the carbon dioxide, methane and other gases ir~sdverteultlp released to the 

-- 

MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium A- 1 094 Section A - Citizens 



Lean & Lucille Miller 

atmosphere as a result of fossil meqg usage. The earth's werage surface temperatpure 
t s  increasing, tlie polar ice caps are rneith~ng, the ocean le'cp~zls are rising, and weather 
couditions arotirnd tile world are being affected. These euvkomentd x l p c t s  result 
from cod use, among other fossil hnels. T h e  EfS needs to preseat the $obd warmkg 
problem with its itnpcts md indicate alternatives for resolution with& h e  context 
o w  our nlrrctzt cncrgy and cnuironrncnt policies. 

7he abaw issues are fbndasnentd, profound, c u m t ,  aad relevant to every region of 
the Gaited  state^. Only if we address these issues at ewry level of govem~nent, the 
private scetur, and the non-profit md volunteer services cm we reduce the lwge 
irnpxtfikelp to occur in dxe long-tern, if not the short-term, future. E d  of us as 
citizens and iftlzahitant~ of this Ewtb hat-c a re~~otlsibilitp to help. 
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Mark Miller 

Mark E. Miller 

Mr John Forren, 
I live in Prestonsburg, KY, born & raised there. I serve on our 

local 'Tourism Board, I: seme on one of the b o d s  of our Big Sandy 
C o m u d t y  & Tecfiniml C01Eege, My wife t'e 1 have three grown children & two 
grandkids, all living in the Codfields. Fsom our prospective as 
residents, homeowners, parents, business Mks Bt concerned citizens about 
the future of this regioa, we write to show ow support for Mountain Top 
Mining, lacally, our newest twrist attsaction is the beautiful Stonecrest 
QoE Course. This course was identlficd as the post mining land use as part 
o-F the approved miniag plan, with most of the nlztjar 18fidscaping done by the 
mining company as part of their nclamation, On the ecoaomic front, our 
newest mqjor employer to the area is the Big Sandy Federal Prison, also 
made possible by flat land created by mountain top mining. 'This facility 
has mated same 400 jobs in an area of our $me with m e  of thte highmt 
unemployment ratios. As a result, mmy new families have relmstted to this 
am,  boosting sales of new & existing homes, several of which have bee11 
built on redaimed mine land, These are only .a few of the many pczsitive 
examples of p s t  mimifig land irsw ift a u  region. 

Mask E, Miller 
635 University Rive 
Prestonsbwg, KY 41 653 

1 _ 1 1 
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Cod is a pwjous resource, Mouatain Top Mining is the most 
efficient mothod of mining, if's tho only method that allows for removal 
of the enrite mat seam. Today's mining companies are responsibly run 
operations. that not an1 y cornpl y with laws written to protect our natural 
~sowces, but ow residents & communities as well. k t ' s  contmue to mine 
responsibly by proven methods including Mountain Top Rer~lovd. 

Thanks for allowing cmrnents oa this must i m p m n t  issue. 



Mary Miller 

Wary Miller .., . .-., - 
P C? Box 124- 
Sylvester, 4, V, 25193 

RE: Or~posing Mount;afntop Removal Minlng 
Mr. Forren, 

Kountalntap Removal Mining o f  coel tad&$ is massive 
Ruination not hnlp t o  bhe beautiful A ~ p a l m c h i ~ n  Hovntains 
o f  ;.last Vfr-lnia but %o e v e r y  c r e ~ t u r e  whose exlseance 
depends on t h e s e  rnovntafns f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  an& t o  the  
Cl t i zens  who Zles in %hem, 

It is ? o l l u t i n g  oub air, contmninating our Streams 
and Rivers, fleodlng our properties, thmaten-lng our health 
expoafng us to harmful  chem2cals, threaeens our very Iffe .  

Them i s  no j u s t i@oa t ion  far the 8ama.ge to o u r  
en~fronmsnt an8 the Cit izens  of West V i r  glnia.  

Sincerely' ,  

a t w m  bum c c t P l t a m m  T t L E e t L v r r r ~ t b t e w q  gocs 

up the amaka stack nnd ha& dmwkd. Ttte sulfur in $ h i  smoke combines with 

eneyc?aurto&elreati~~ir-rs"ghanito 

n s t k  Over Nme, thedbllitp afonr aatXo~? ta produce nuidthus Bud is bdRg bt. 

W4m gnrpbwk ndrt itan& on f ~ c 8 4  it ~ t t  QM r n h m l s  fa the so& 

the h e r  by acid brcrnkdcrroa ef the &dose fibers. Tbe trees are 

the & d s  oat offhe so& that 'tbop rr& Pad *t the same 
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rep10vaI-dazkEggbeercllhQeItbebeaper. Ifrr 

miner cm mine caal c h e a p  thnn hls rfvala, then he csn increase profits and 

when a few o w m  warted doing tW8 a whB@ EE barrk, the 

othera had to f@ow, or be pat out of bmhess. The muit h~ b t  am1 is ~beapct 

than t usledto ha 

C B ~ W  energy prnduilled by that coal Ifom4 for energy 

utBm Company, C~oastsUation Energy, Dominion 

$ a h  nnd wind 

Wptb the Fwt that there 19 no need to bqy fud for wiMf urd mfar pawu, those 

s a u m  stin an't wmpete. ag;ainst malt. Coaf powered energy C so cheap that others 

just canat roonpete w@ L 

Cad woatd nlvt. be ro cheap % eod bad to pay for add dn, mercury mi 

sm Jl pdcahtas  emission$ w b n  d W e  cmis9i~~1s. But they &n94 so 

de211er soarea ofeaeqfy are W$ Iropt off the marlre& 

totr darned cfieq. Tb& Em even FS the parmlt praoe~s m that part d l  be 

a little cheaper for the coal e~~ l l fs  Iseg'vc gat s. good seam going hex& 
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Now oar FreMwS George W. Bush baa decided te lee 17,000 coal burning power 

plants off t b t ~  hook bg oat ~~~~g them ta tfi& e&sion$ when the 

upgn%.de the rest of atre pbnt Tkey aciU not be requlred to mroAt thm plants with 

advrtneed doctr&$tzrtIc preeipitatm, l k  wp9bodi or bag honse flitem. InstqJ, 

America wUI continue to die a etm death &om acid rain, aaercaq md am&m 

nnilssiowi, pwtkutate9 and h&bw tbu nw~%ary tarha dioxide emissionr; far a 

mupk mare decades, nnleas Congress gets m ~ c  backbaae froao soltldwbw, 

M~~ id Agpdclacbbt, mhhg eoatpnnfe *re jabitaat. me optims 

presented in the Mottntahtop Removal B%3 don't indude qufPZng Approximate 

CIrigfd Contaar9 nor Stieam BuKer Zanie,  tor my restrictions & ddeptk @wfley 

II, number of streams buried, aar my otfrer sigslficgat chaage in business ss usurml. 

The aninimg cornpsaiea are 

caa uae to f a d  off fftfien wmplaints and Iawuih Legitimate in that Tt h M y  

alli have bribed the poiItidaas a 

The MTR-EIS . b t b  about .tree 

The soil L pae. An? thase r n b g  cmp~~) ies  rally g o h p  to bridg in maugh mso8 

f'wm somewhere dse such ffiQt trecg will Ewe a e h e e T  Then musk be: epough mB 

1-5 

depth, and there mnst be enough o 

these cornpanits are f o r d  to do raclamation c o d y 9  then I will spphud. ht it 

wnt be hag& qensive for them to do thk cormetty, and I think they wlll instead 

ettt and ma It is  what otbtz compfdiea have done for a low tinat. 



Phyllis Mingo Georgia Miniad 

Deau Mr. F-: 

Geargia Miniard 
237 Conley Hit1 
Bledsoe, Kentucky 408 10 

Ms. John F o m  
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
l ti50 Amh Street 

, Phiiadetphia, PA 19103 

RE: h v i r a n m e n ~  Impact Statement relalive to Mountaintop Mining and Valley Fills in 
the Appalachia 

I: wodd like to submit my comnents on the Gnvironmmtaf Impact 
Strrtement relative to Mountaintop Mining and Vdley Fills in the Appalachia. 
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Steve Miniger 
- 

developed so we could 'keep up with everyoa6 dse. If we make the mining replations 
stricter and we loose the minine, industry thcn we have no way to make a lving. 
Minimum wage jobs put your income below the federal poverty level. Without the 
mining industry that is all we would h v e  Iefi. With the mining jobs our economy is in 
homile shape. Whew would we be without them? Due to all the: d e s  and regulations 
the mines have had to cut their work force to a bare minimum. This has stta&y affected 
our economy. Some people can't s m  to undcrsmd that h e  more money people eam 
the more they will spend and the 1- they %am the less they spend. This directly affects 
the shape tfic axmomy will be in, Without the rn- jobs at1 we wodd hwe left in the 
Appalachia's would be people who are on some lricrd of fixed income, The 
fixmilies would have R 6  other choice but to leave 31 order to find work. We have already 
lost PI large majority of these people due to the cut backs that have alreeufy occurred in the 
mining industry, When ihe working people who are raising fmilics start leaving &en you 
loose your tax base that supports yaur schoots as welt ets other p r o ~ ~ s .  We are seeing 
schooIs bdng closed due to the smdl tax b w  md the i d  of enough students to warrant 
them remaining open. So now due to all the rules and m&ufations put on tihe mining 
industxy not only the mining industry is s u f f i n g  now our education systems ace dm. 
You sce if's a ripple effect. When you take sway the god w a p  you afsa take away the 
tax base that supports public programs such as education. Not ody the coal miners mffa 
from it; everyone else suRw right along with them. Students loose their rigfit to 8 s o d  
education. Twchers and school persome1 loose their jobs. It just never seem to end! 
Pfesss: leave the cod indww alone so we am continue to earn a Iiving in this area. 
Please do not sign this draft EIS into law. 

Sincerely, 

*&wubn~ 
Georgia Miniard 

What good is dl of our mles and regulations if we can't am a living? 
The lay of the l a d  in &is wea is not suit&& for building or o?hw inidustries, Once 
mountain top removal mining is completd and the land is property redaimed it is then 
suitable for these other use?, Our tmk of properr roads, p r o p  public utilities (i.e. swage, 

158 R d d  Wbllow Rd. 
Sod, Wv 25564 
auguq 24,2003 

10-3 -2 

I find the long-lm proteaion of our AppSachian Mountains seriously flawed. 

water and garbage service) are the m n  we don't have industries in addition 50 cod 
mining. Our state g o v m e n t  has taken the coal txmmmlcs: tax monies md us& it in the 
northern part of our state instead of using it to see that our roads and public utilities were 

- 
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Mr. John Fmm 
US. Environmentat Protection Agency 
1656 Arch Street Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Mr, Fomn, 

yon io dd our why tl& pmctlao is going te, 
scfen&dv h t  we we trpldina short-term 
for l@tg-ter$l lirrbilipfor the ca'mmmi&h md cftiPer;ir who w ~ l  be &&!id for 

WUnsg. 

The B d  srbh&?mti.on'$ m dratt ai?&S~-t& ftnpact StatemWt on & hp~pet Of 
mountaintop removal detail the negative long-term imp& of such potiey: the long-t& negative 
environm&td effecrs of Mountaintop ternoval arc widespread, devastahg, and permanent Why 
does the &aft FJS Drowse zero d c t i o n s  on the size of d e v  fnls that burv streams nor limits 
onthennmbaraf&r& offarest that cranbedsstmyed? ~hy&tmha~d*etai fedd&ns 
h t  will pmkd wildlife and 3ong-tarm 
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Denver Mitchell 

From: Denver Mitchall 
Gsn Delivery 
Wilkinwn, W.Va 25863 
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September 2, 2003 

Denver MLtcbelL 
P . 0 .  Box 98 
Wf lkinaon, W 25653 

Thls is  your frfwxl, Denver Mitcherll, i n  Logan County, You told m e  
t o  wrsti! a l i t t l e  article expressing my opinfon about: nountarin-top ternoval. 
M opfnion about mountain-top removal. I think i t  is a dirty ahama for  
t i e  people tha t  l i v e  i n  them val leys  and om homes and businemies. 1 
cannot  understand why pao l a  tpho live i n  the  State of WV in Lo 
are not concerned about &air property and t h a t  
at nauntain-tap samaval changed, they a re  gain 

f o s t  and m i l l i ~ o s  of do l l a r s  mrrh of property 

You know that the! c a a l  corn anies do not think about us i n  the va l l e y s .  
Ye h o w  the same i s  w i t h  the  C4mber industry. It r e  do not  take the 
bul l  by the Itorn, now and march a g i n s t  mountain-top removal, we era 
going t o  lose  ever thing that wet krve worked foe. We know f o r  ouraelvss 
that r e  were hare %&ore Hasmy C o d  Comptmy. Hsissey Coal does not 
care s h u t  us. 

t 

If we want t o  s w a  l i ve s  f n  the  futtlte, we have t o  g e t  er hold of 
t h i s  prcblam before i t  i s  too l a t e .  T see i t  in my Spirtt, oceans oE 
uiathr, coming d m  i n  the vallaps.  Somethfng has to ba done rfght 
now. XE you. want t o  run  this a r t i c l a ,  you may do so, but ue'hsvo t o  
work fast on this matter. If WB wait any longer, a tragic death Its 
facing tha peoplrz. We bvta to t r y  to  educate the przopLe that  l ive  
in t h e  lowland streams. 

+hank you very much. May Gad be with us  a l l .  

Yours Truly , 
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HOW TO CONTACT THE OFFICE OF 

U.S. SENATOR JAY ROCKEFELLER 

DUE TO THE DISCOVERY OF ANTHRAX fN THE HART 
SENATE OFFICE ~UILDINO, SENATOR ROCEFELLER'S 
WASHINGTON OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. POSTAL MAIL 18 NOT BEINS RECEWED DURING 
THIS f M E  IN THE WASHINGTON OFFICE 

SENATOR ROCKEFELLER'S FOUR WEST VlRSllrJR 
OFFICES REMAIN OPEN, FULLY STAFFED, AND ABLE PO 
RECEIVE YOUR LF3TERS AND PHONE CALLS. 

UNTIL THE WASHINGTON OFFICE REOPENS, FL!38E 
DIRECT ANY INQUIRIES TO THE STATE OFFICE NEAREST 
YOU: 

WARLESTON 
Of f i ce  of Senatar Jay 

W O N T  
Office of Senator Jay RocicefeAIetr 

August IS, 2003 

- 

Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium 8-4 105 Section A - CRizens 



'West wrginia 

September 2,  2003 

Denver Mitchel l  
P.0. box 98 
Wilkinson, WV 25653 

To Concerned Cit izens:  

This  i s  your f r i end ,  Denver Mitchel l ,  i n  Logan County. You told me 
t o  w r i t e  a l i t t l e  a r t i c l e  expressing my opinion about mountain-top removal. 
My opinion about mountain-top removal. I think i t  i s  a d i r t y  shame f o r  
the people t h a t  l i v e  i n  these v a l l e y s  and own homes and businesses .  f 
cannot understand why peo le who l i v e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of WV i n  Logan County 
a r e  not concerned about tRe i r  property and t h e l r  land,  X f  WE do not  

e t  tnountain-top removal changed, they a r e  going t o  be thousands of l i v e s  
fon t  and mi l l ions  of d o l l a r s  worth of property dnnnge. 

You know t h a t  the c o a l  companies do not  th ink  about u s  i n  t h e  valleys,  
We know t h e  same 5s with t'he titfiber industry.  Zf we do no t  take the 
b u l l  by the horn,  now and march aga ins t  mountafn-top removal, we are  
going t o  lose everything t h a t  w e  have worked f o r .  We know f o r  ouraetves 
t h a t  w e  were hare  be fore  Massey Coal Company. Massay Coal does not 
c a r e  about us. 

I f  we went t o  save l i v e s  i n  the f u t u r e ,  we have t o  g e t  s hold of 
t h i s  problem before I t  i s  too l a t e .  f s e e  l t  i n  my S i r i t ,  oceans of 
water, coning down i n  the  valleys. Sonething has t o  pe done, r i g h t  
now. tf you want t o  run t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  you may do 8 0  but  we have t o  
work f a s t  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  If we wait  any longer ,  a i r a g i c  death I s  
facing the  people. We have t o  t r y  t o  educate the  people t h a t  l i v e  
i n  the lawland streams. 

Thank you very much. May Gad be with us  a l l .  

Yours Truly, 

- 
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REc'D OCT 0 g 

Em: Denver htlitctrdI 
Wilk&mn, W.Va 24653 
Tclophone 946-401 9 

To whom it may coneeun: 
My n m e  ig Dmiwr Mtch&. I'M writing this httw to p u  about the 

con~ern for the livw ofthe people M a  live in West V i  The sludge 

... " 

OCTOBER 15,  2003 

Denver Mi tche l l  
P,O. Box 98 
Wilkison, W 25653 

Deer SLr, 

Hy name f s  Denver Mitchel l .  I ' m  wr i t i ng  you t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  l e t  you 
know what i s  going on i n  the  c o a l f i e l d  i n  WY. The c o a l  indust ry  i s  r i pp fng  
and raping our land and no t  t ak ing  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  our water ways. 
I think i t  is a  shame and d i s e r a c e  to  the n e o ~ l e  t h a t  l i v e  i n  the  low 
land streams. L f e e l  t h a t  thgy are going t o  be many l i v e s  l o s t  and 
mi l l i ons  of doahars worth of proper ty  damage on account of mountsin Crsp 
removal adding t o  the  danger t h a t  the  c o a l  companies a r e  doing. They 
a r e  bui ldin  dams and s lu sh  ponds out  of rock and s l a t e ,  We a l l  know 
t h a t  t hese  t/ains w i l l  d e t e r i o a t a  over  tha  years  and w i l l  not  ho ld  the  
water.  I'm not  aga ins t  any wan working. But t h e r e  is a r i g h t  way and 
a wrong way t o  do a n y t h h g ,  That I s  why I ' m  w r i t i n g  you t h i s  f e t t e r .  
I'm asking you f o r  some type of donation to  h e l p  educate  the  people  i n  
the  va l l eys .  I c a n t t  understand why our s ena to r s  and govenore and our 
judges s o  e a s i l y  i s s u e  permits  t o  these  big  carpczrations. I s e e  a v i s ion  
of what i s  coming upon the  people i n  WV.  That ' s  why we t he  people have 
t o  s t a r t  doing something now, before i t ' s  too l a t e .  

That i a  why I ' m  eskhg you for some type of donat ion.  That I (night 
he lp  educate  t h e  peop3.e t h a t  Live i n  t he  Xow land s t reams.  I am a 
person t h a t  i s  an a l i t t l e  monthly Social  Secu r i ty  check. I am a rnernber 
o f  the Environmental group, 1'm asking you t o  r ead  t h i s  i n  good fa i th .  
As I s a i d ,  I'm not  aga ins t  any man working. 

Anytime you remove vege ta t ion  Erorn the  mountain tops ,  I t ' l l  cause 
f l a s h  f looding,  ff these  b i g  c o a l  conipanles want t o  mine c o a l  t h i s  
way, I c t  them t ake  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  our water ways. 

In my s p i r i t ,  I see  a v i s i o n  of what i s  coming upon the  people 
t h a t  l i v e  i n  the  low land stream a reas .  My f a t h e r  worked i n  the  c o a l  
mines while he was l i v i n g  and he d i d  work the  r i g h t  way, So I ' m  asking 
you t o  he lp  tne get  the  c o a l  companies t o  go back t o  the  r i g h t  Way of 
g e t t i n g  coa l .  There have been many f loods  s i n c e  they s t a r t e d  mautain 
top removal. I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  iE we don ' t  e t  t t h i s  changed, t he re  is 
going t o  be another  Buffa lo  Creek flood an8 the cosl conpmies  w i l l  
say i t  was a act of God. But i t  wkLl be an act of man, May Cod have 
merry on a l l  of us. Thank you f o r  l i s t e n i n g .  

S ince re ly ,  

Denver Mitchel l  

-" -+< -- 
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I would like to thank this Committee for the opportunity to submit comments concerning 
the DraR Programmatic Bnvironmmtal Impact Statmmt. Having worked with, md in, 
the coal mining community for more than 27 pars, I f'l I am qualified to speak h m  an 
industry standpoint, Though I work for m undgrpund mining operation at this poi* 
my career has induded designing, permitting, and consbructing ~ m e r o u s  small to Iage 
surfwe mining operations, which include valley or head-of-hollow fills. 

The H3IS is !a addrms concerns arising from the surface mining of coal, In particuliq 
steep slope mining and the assooiat& valby fills, which malca mining of thko areat; 
feasible. Though not spccifioal3y addiwsed in either the "Executive 3ummmyy' nor the 
"Purpose and Ned', the recomendatim contained in ths EIS will Bbct d l  form8 of 

- ooal mining in the App81ac~an coatfields, as the deveiiopmmt of undermund mines, and 
the need for coat refhe fills, also require fills in valleys or head-of- hollows. 

My review of the EXS hag resulted in the foliowing statsments: 

1. No Aetioi~: 
a, This is not an alternative. There are adecpate regulatory plpgrams etnd 

polioies in pfwe to address our oblietions under SMCM and the CWA, 
The coordination htween the various Agencies mast be improved, with 
this EIS being an example. The Notice of Intent to develop the ETS was 
published on February 5,1999, and we are submitting comentsl on the 

. . D W T  EIS today, nearly four md one-half yam later. 

Under Action Altemtive I, the COP3 would take the lead in determining 
the lo~ation and 8ize of valley fills, and most projects would rcquiro and 
Individual Permit, The EIS lists in Table 1I.C-1 under the No Action Plm, 
that Ells in wabershds of Ie$s &than 250 generally quati@ for a W 21, 
which is only the case in West Virginia, as pm the agmment reached in 
Bragg v. Robatmn. 
The delineation of arcs  as unsuitable for filling, 8s dwribed under the 
Advmce Identifioation (ADID) provisions of Alternative I, coutd prohibit 
under~ound mine development, Underground mines generally require a 
temporary storage area for the material (overbmden) generated during tbc 
minr: site constmcGon, Should apotenlid fill area be pre-designated klrr 
unsuitable or prohibited for filling under the ADD, an otherwise 
ecmomicntlly and teohnicafly fedble reserve would be sterilized, By the 
same t o k q  h reserve8 are mketabb &day without passing through ot 
prqaration plmt, The byprodub of cod ptepmtion are not raark&able 
at this time, and must be stored in a stable location, In the Appalachian 
oaalfields, this necessitata in the comtruction of refuse fills and 

impoundm.ents, The use of ADD tends to ignore: the possibility that a 
s k m  affect4 by a tempomy fill could be restored to a fulzGtional status, 

temporal impwtg m W  ba evaluated, md adequate wmpansat.ion provided. 
The use of AaID appears to preclude thh avenue. 
The requirement fir an Lndividual Permit for dalf proposed fills wilt 
increase the permitting burdm of industry, and tax the capabilities of the 
replatory agencies to procms the wpplicatione in ;a timely manner, 
Tlre use of MOA's and POP'S will result in two separate reviews, and does 
nothing to relieve the problems of separate reviews that we now f i d .  

Action Altemive E: 
a. This alternative eliminates severd ofthe objections of Action Alternative 

I, though a separate determinittion for CWA and SMCRA compliance 
remains, and 

b, f i e  ADID provision rmsins, the objection to which is stated above. 
c. T h  St~.eam Buffer Zone (SEE) regulatiom would poesibiy be modified, 

disrupting pr&ic~~ and polioies that have: been accepted by both industry 
and the regulatory c o m u d t y  for more than twenty years. 

It should be noted that in this: imediate area, some oftha benefits of mountnintop 
~ m o v a l  mining and valley fills are being mjoyed, That area where the Hazard 
M[ospital, the National Chard Armory, a hotel, shopping center and residential area am 
constructed on a formex mine site on which 1 worked in tht? 1980's. The Hazard R@gional 
Airport is located on mother former mine site, Elk was first reintroduced to eastern 
KenWcky on a former mine site, 

Action Altmative UI: 
a, The objections fotmd in the above ~I tm~t t ives  sse removed, with the 

exception of the potentid SBZ rule modiflcadon. 

Eliminatian of n~ount[tintop m~ova l  mining slnd the vafl6y fiIls assa~iated with them will 
satis@ a amdf core of society, most of whom do not even r d d e  in ths affected areas. 
Apparently, their goah do not iwlcludc providing c~nployment in the Appslachh 
coctlfields, other thRn minimm w a s  eco-towism jobs, nor do they consider the3 
beneficial cotlateral effmts enjoyed fry others, We hear that the cod can be mined by 
6 t h ~  methods, such a8 undergtound mining, but if HI opsration c m o t  be cost 
competitive, it will not succmd. Coal production will continue to shiA to the western 
coalfields, and the economic gaim of the east will ccsnse if we ban mountaintop removal 
and valley or head-of-hollow Ells. Once lost, we may never mpin the economic strength 
we now enjoy. 

1 -4 

PO Drawer C 
St. Charles, Virginia 24282 

---- ---- 
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Wm Montgomery John Mooney 

Dear Sir: 

John Fi. Maorr~y 
?'I) and Rqgonal Mmager 
ph 304-522-5757 or 276-679-3311 
fax 304 522 5401 

--  - 
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Mark: Morgan. 

Forwarded by David RiderRBfUSEPANS on 01/06/2004 03:55 PM ---- 
Grey 
qp?ybarr@yahao c To R3 Mountaintop$EPA 
om> CC 

Gutyect Mountaintop Removal 
11/06/2003 07 14 
PM 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I felt a need to add my story and brief thoughts on Mountaintop Removal. 
Below are same of my personal encounters reganling this topic. 

I lwed my first 23 years tn Southern West Virginia a chlld.1 played 
hi&-and-aeek In the rich farrests n&w my home, learned to dnve m a 
windmg dirt road amid the mutautarm, and went to college tn the mmmg 
shadows of these magestic figures that symboifte West Vtrgin~a Flytng 
away from t b  countrysi&, I looked down from the plane and felt my 
heart stnk as 1 s9w what was happening to the mutalns ail around my 
home Large pzrtclles of bare earth where ancient trees were once rooted 
are b ing  swallowed up, evefaore, in every flight I take berck home Wlmt 
can i do3 I we& to a coal stte m (Lewis County WV) where the workmen 
stat@d appeasrngly that they replant new trees as th@ law d~ ta t e s  
However I soon found, by the admittance of these workmen at the at@, 
that these "generrc"sapf~ngs will Only grow 4-feet tall--yet fit the 
loop-holed requrements of state law If by tellng my perspective on 
Moutantop Remvaf w~ll make make the smtlest dlfferenw In charyng 
thls practice, then I wdl feel more relieved as I fly once more to 
forever my home 

Thank you for you t~m. Reply to this emaii rs not required 

B Mofgan 
A Concerned West Virgtnian 

With kindest regards, Mark Morgan 

1 am an attarney in Danvilk, Kentucky who has k e n  involved with mining issues since 
1974. I have worked in the ccmts, on Capital 1-511 and in many towns in Ewtern 
Kentucky a d  West Virginia to ensure that SMC'ZL4 was enacted in 1937 and that it: is  
enEotced since then, In the past I cadd courlt an bdh EPA and OSM to assist in this 
effort to edorce the law and to protect csnviromentsl resources, Numerous federal 
studies have consistently provea Chat buffer zones are essential to prodding at least 
minimal protection to water r",soures  fro^ rnitritl$ poIfutia& In $975 and 1976 when we 
were romlffo~siulg SMCRA to irllow mumtain top removal all sides to the deb& 
understood this practice of mountain top removal would be the very ratre exception to 
AW mining. Instead we find mt, tap to now be the industry mm. This is an 
unforgmbfe t m ~ t y .  This prikctirn reflects a lack of will to errforce by both the EPA and 
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OSM. It is time fix the federal government to st 
weaken truffer ;cone pratections, Streng&en them! Also, withdraw SMCRA approval of 
tnt top mining. It is q p t l l n g  obvious that bath EPA.anb OSM we too weak to enforce 
federal laws so that Cangre-slss' original inknt that mnt. top removal mining wlruld be a rare 
exception cannot be itcconlplitihed due to the current pljrical climate. Thank LOU for 
your &tention tatlrese matters. Please do your job md stop EPA from being party to the 
weakening of essential envimnmental protections. 

1 - 10 



131mm D m  NO. 
@lt7) 4s-7884 

January 19, 2004 

Mr. John Forron 
V.S. ERA (3En30) 
1650 arch street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

REC'D JhH 13 8% 

RE: Limit Plountaintop Coal Removal Mining 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

I am a long timer member of t h e  Izaak Walton League of 
America and keep currliant on envfronmentel i s sues .  T h i s  
t r a v e s t y  of use of ouz n a t u r a l  resources  can neveu be 
mldone. Please t h i n k  of f u t u r e  generat ions over  t h e  s h o r t  
tern use  of t h i s  f o s s i l  fuel. It w i l l  be burnt  and inc rease  
a c i d  r a i n  end fo rgo t t en .  The devas ta t ion  l e f t  i n  its wake 
will remain an ugly scar f o r  a l l  tim~me. 

I understand balancing competing needs, but  unless there i s  
an abso lu te  need t h a t  w i l l  be l e f t  u n f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  
absence of t h i s  f u e l ,  p l e a s e  reconsider  t h e  EPA's pos i t ion .  

Very Truly Yours, 

w 
J. J e f f r e y  Morris 

Very 'i'ruly Yours, 
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Robert Moss 

Accordrrtg to the a&rrmstrat~m's &aft Envrionmer~td InlpW!. Stakrfrai~t @IS) on ~io~tntamtctp 
rcrmovr~f coal rnrnlng. t h t  envtmnrnrntnl ~f fe r ts  ofrnntmtarntq rernovd an: wr&prc.sd, 
drv;asht1~1& und prntrnr~rrit Yet khe drjlit EIS ptoposes ria reatrrkms uri the m e  of valley fills t l ~ t  
bury streams, n o  l~rntts o n  the number of acres of forest thal Can he destroyed, r m  prnterrtons for 
rrnpmnled nkllrTe, and no aafegiards frir tlzc ctrrrrtriurztt~rs of prupk ~lrxt depend oti itte regmi's 
i~aturi~l m m t ~ c  ts For rt-tmmsebes ~ n d  Fiiture gene mtions. 

dtrcxt mpacts to streams would be greatly lessened by reducmg the rtze nf the w l k y  fills where 
mining warns arc durnpcd on top afstmams 

- 
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Robert Mueller 

-- -- -- 
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--- Forwarded Ky David fider/R3/USEPA/I!S on 01/08/2004 01:43 PM ----- 

In August of 2 0 2 ,  I hd die opportunity to fly in a small plane over parts of 
Kntlawlra aid Doone &unties hi southern West Virginia. I was u~tebctually 
aware nf the practice known as mountaintop m o V d  mining, but nothtng 
prepared me for the shock of what I saw that afternoon. 1 saw vast areas 
cmpktely denuded ad cllmged forever. Forests were pnc,  and stream 
am+c buried. hid, perhaps mast distrcssiag of dl, this was not an isolarcd 
occurrence. AS far as I could see for many miles in any cl~rectiorx, s i m d ~  MIR 
sites wens revealed like festeiing ammds in the earth. I consi&reci it then, and I 
can consider it now, an ulgod'iy practice, unwor&y of ci.6iltzed maa, dn 
abomianticm, a sacrilege. 

It is indefensible that the Bash dministriation plmuis to continue to let coal 
companies destroy Apy alachia with mining practices that let-el mountait~tops, 
wipe out fnrcsts and hurg strcams in the t-alieps below. This practice is 
danqjng not only to the ctaviro~ment, but directly threatens Immes and 
communities anywhere near lrucl~ operations. Many small towns in soudiem 
West Wirginia have b a n  rcduccd to virtual ghost towns due to the dsmniyu: 
caused by this rnming p r d c e .  

Mauntnintop removal mining and valley fills should not he dowed cld the 
laws MJ. regulatwns ~har  protect clam water must. not be la 

particular, 1 oppose the pmpmal to chmge the stream buffer Tone rule that 
p m M h  mkitlg activity within 100 feet of streams. This mle should be strictly 
enforced for vaUep ffis and 1x1 all other cases. In addition, &c classificatron of 
vatley fill that excfudes it from the dehition of waste and thus allows ir- to be 

The Ruah ~hinistrstinn's "preferred alhrn&vefl for addressing the ammous 
problems caused by raount&top removal cud miting is to weaken existmg 
environments\ protections. ?'he draft HS proposes lrtre&itlg the permitting 
process, allowhg mountaintop removal md associated valley f&s to continue at 
m ilcceleratd rate, Tfie draft EIS ta doing away with a surface 
mini% nrle that makes it inept fo tidies to disturb areas within 100 
feet of slrewns unless it can be proven that strepuns will  not bc hennd .  This 
"preferred alternative" igmres the a&&tration's own studles detaikng the 
dewstdon cmsecl by mountaintop remwal coal minjn 

. without new h i t $  on mountaintop remod,  lan additional 350 

- 
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The 1 3 t d  administrtiotz's " p r e f e d  alternativet' ipor'es these md hundreds 
of other scientific facts contained in the EIS stxciies. In light of these facts, the 
Bush &ministration must consider dtern&tiws that reduce the wt4mmmtal 
impacts of rnvuntainkop removal and hen  implement measures lo protect 
natx~lral resox~rces and communities in Agplachia ,  such rn restrictions on the 
size of valley fills to reduce the destruction of streams, forests, w-ildl;f:e and 
comm~nitJes. 

I'm disappointed and angry that the fedederai government ipored its owa studies 
when it proposed weakemng, rather than strengthening, pmtecboua for people 
2nd the ent4rotlment. 1 do not support my of the three dternatives contained 
withm the E n v i r o n m e n d  Impact Statement Report. All three options 
mltke it eesier for companies to destroy streams, endangering wildlife and 
nearby cmtlunities. This is not ~espo~sibk action! Phe to the ex~~mntnenrs1 
ad social impacts &.at: c m  nat be mitqpted ruder m y  cinurnst-ances, 
mountin top removal mining and v&y fills s110uId be a pmlt-ibited practice. 

Piease consider these my official comments on &is proposed achon, md add 
my amnc la my t ndhg  list gcneratcd, electronic or othcmsc, to kccp cidzens 
mfomed of the progress of h s  decision. 

David Muhlp 
If3x3gional Representative 
Sletrra Club - Appdndzim~ Region 
Rt 2 Box 118 
Blnnd, VA 24315 
(276) 688-2190 
(276) 688-2f 79 (fax) 

(276) 620-0717 (cell) 
d~vid.rnuhI~@sicrrac$r~b org 

mcnd<@rmi.net 
To. R3 Riiour~&l~~tu~@EZSA 

01/06/2i'di,4 04:09 cc: 
AM Subject.: Don't destroy our mountmn ecosystem! 

Deslr Mr. Forren, 

Accurdmg to the ucfrn~n~stt~atron'z &afi E3-rivtronnrentrcl Irnpct StalemenL @IS) on 
mountatntop removal coal mmmg rhe enmronmental effects of nroxintrtmtop removnl are 
wdespread, deveitatq, md prmanent. Yet rhe draft HIS p q s e s  no rrstrirttons on the 
size of valley fills that  bttry stceluns, nn lurrits on the number of acres of  forest that can be 
dcstpoyed, no protertmns for ~mpenlcd wtldhk, and no sr fqpads  tor &c cnntmunrtm of 
people &at depend wn the region's natural resources for thmselves and hhlre: gzners*taons. 

-- - 
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- over 12W rn~tes t r f  s t rams h a w  heen drunqyd nr &st-ropd by mountamtop rcmovsl; 
- dtre~t myacts to streams would be greatly lessei~ed by reciucmg the S I Z ~  of thr ~6~lk j -  fills 
nhert. rnmrng wecws are dumped on top of st-reams; 
- thc btal ofpast, present and estmat:cd &&KG forest lcsscs 1s 1,4 iniltan acres; 

forrst Iwsscs nn West Vrrpn~a h w t  the potentid of dtrectly mpwhngas many as 244 
vcrtcbratc wrldhfc spcctcs; 

widlout ncw irnilts on mountamtop rcmuvd, MI additionrrl350 square m h  of rnounbms, 
strerurts, md forests wll be flattened and destroyed by mountantop rrrnmd rnrnrng. 

In l&t uf thest. facts, I urge you ~o consider altemntwes tfuit reduce the er~vlronmental 
impacts uirnwntmntop remaml. Thank you for your consrderatton ofthrs important issue. 
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MarkRlqhy Sheldon Myers 

-- 
MTMNF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium A-1 1 'l9 Section A - Citizens 



Grace Naccarata Susan Nadeau 

- 
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k.o.l:r under i h c r c u a i r i y  xrutir.y aad controversy ovcr. t h e  Last f e w  ymrs .  

T h i s  ;LZWG cvcrburde!~ h a =  t3 G+? pl~ce.11 eL~wI.:nre, 3113 u s ~ i a l ~ y  m16s UP 

on a t j j o ~ c n t  valiry.:: cr hi?l:w& that !day bc; thc hcad~ratcrs f o r  

i n t a m i t t e n t  GP ~pliercierai ~ i ' r e a n ~ e , ~  t2r.C.l) ? i ~ i n c m  m m W e  the cwrburdan,  

they car. mir.r= q? to 160 percant i.f t?~e er,p~se;l, valuakl.z, and lw- 

...:>i:trar ccclj z<?i?;ng l y i n g  bcnr;:;th." 

: ~ ~ x c ; j n l  rnir.~? e:i~pl.ojic.sl u r i ly  230ii workcra, Icss than a h a l f  perclefit t i f  

all ctotc jd:s." 

::el is an ii?@ostar;t crlsrgy rcsc,izrcc, qenerzzin; f ifty-sin 

prcsnt of the ~ilectri.city in ttiis nation.? West V i r g i n i a  is the seccxd 

7- 
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The settlement agreement ~eac!:ed by the p i e i n t i f f s ,  and federal 

i3!it? t-e i-ig91x.i ?-.T reqiri red -ha i ni721  v?-d a g s n r 4 e ' i  5 0  c ' o t r r  lnrc  a 

Mawr~?r.dm of- Under s t a r j d i  ng (M'XJ) ko  st ah: i rrh ar. i ntara-rjenoy 

czx~rd imt i : x i  F Z E ! C S J S ,  which would i%pr.ove the pesmit process . I h  

Ourzently, the V . S .  Army Carps of E t g i n e e r s  (%E) has t k e  pri2ripal 

a u t l ? u r i t y  to i e g u l a t a  the plni.:e:r&nt of fili I.r:t.o t h e  waters of t h e  

l:i?i:.e,-l Btatew \:ride,^ t .he CWA Ser,i.ion 404, as'thor by a gsrrcrai  ps~xrir.  or 

an indi'zidi;al pennit. T h e  O f F i c e  o f  Brirfacei.  M i n i n g  (6%) h;3s t h o  

author i t v  tc; delegate t h e  3MkCA tc s t a t e s  that :  ha-ie mou-e restrictive 

i e g u l n t  i ons. Therefore, the WDEP h a s  p::inacji ovsx t h e  SCFA permit 

prcccs? i n  :he s t a t e  of West Vi rg in i a*  The V + 3 ,  t"is?= and W i l d i i f *  

Se rv i ce  tEhhS) is r e s ~ o n a i b L e  for  a d x i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  Cr,d;ingerrct Species 

A r t  : E S R ) ,  and i ssues permits far i ~ x i d e n t a l  z a k i r i g s ,  

Clear ly ,  there are mr.y  a g e n c i e s  invol.ved with "he i.rsu.zince of 

dcfinizi~ns of ' \ f i l 1 . "  L n  xde r  to det:&rrc:icc LV$A J 4G4 iurisdic;Lo:i, 

tisa EPia and CQE 1 4 6 . M  irr!eb Y i E l n  tx a:-. "a2tvcts t,edt, "' Thudr  if t Li;  

had the " e f i e c t "  .; .2ccr;satinq dry la& czr ci~anainq Lne fmttm elcust.lan 

of a atream, t h e n  CtaR 8 434 j u z k d i c L i a n  applies, and C09 wculd be tkc 

pcri:<i t t i n g  agency-. " 

These xnu.3tl alsc i x  a r:cncerted s f f  u r t  b y  t.ilv2 lea4 sqsncy {fecteral 

o x  S t a t e )  +:a r m t  a n i y  rera in on tract witk zhs fows~ed  go.318, but 1L3 be 

able t.1 t-.old the rstilsr agencies &c:rcmnt&ie to t;ne &atad purposes tof 

tliu i r i vd ivad  stald;ea. For. exaiaple, SNCPU r sq '~1a t i i i n s  i:icliida a 

" ~ j ~ i ~ j a i n  bdf i t?~  ZW?I~Z'' C I J ~ ~ ,  )Yhicli. ~ t a t t ; ' ~  tiid: zi: OLIO call mi:ie w i t L l : r  I%? 

iert L.Z i~h : ,w.z iL t lenL eind pere:mLal d t r%a in8 ,  '' k ;GIb :we~ ,  !..lie .3SM ~4r:i l  

W&EP li?ua tiuL been  entfur.-i:ig thie rii1.e ~i i a i ,  dealing w i t i t  v a l l e y .  l i L 1 d .  

111 stir ; ,  uuurdha'i icti ,  ~'.::w~?r.~l\iuil 8i:d p l a ; rn iny  airt~~n.jtrt. the 

-arimu c p n c i c s  a r e  all positive aapszts c f  t h i s  Graft ZIS. These 

g iuqmac i i  sction al ter r ta t  ives a r e  l a rge ly  ~.dmir,i.??:r at . i  .re, iir;r/ssver, and  

t!-ii$ Craf t .  E3S falls fax  s b x t  of the rest of its purpose: 29  rnjnLmiza, 

to rhc zgxinam e x t m t  practlcshle, the ac;hicr,sc rmvirnrrtwntnL effect;., to 

w s t ~ s , ?  o f  tke Ura_itad S?sta43 znd to fish an& tiriidljfa rc~surCas; d f f i c t c i l  

hy moi l ; : r .n in tq>  slning o p e r a t i r y ; , ~ ,  ~ n d  tc: envir^:inmer;t4I ?-e.w!;?-x-:nfi t h a t  

cc.3 d he af fec+eci by the sine A ~ L Y  .locat i r n  r r f  s3rcle.r.9 .~jx:i l ddd:mii.-? i 

s i t e s  i n  ~ ~ l l b ? j  fi41s.'' 

%tx)r!-*:-?inre, rlr: not be fcn:arl :nta  t h i n k : ' n g  t h a t  ? h e  FtlnA 

Rdmi,ni,dt.ra: ion h a 3  no 34:. i ii t h i s  T x ~ f r .  K?S. C : ~ n s i : 3 e r  the  fo1 1m'L ng 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium Section A - Citizens 



fa. XJE!ikEIATT7E # I  

'?hi :! ali-x'r~atiive. provides t o r  the 5'0:8F,, an i: ctlce-by-csse b a n k ,  

t o  m a k c  ti12 p c i m a r y  d c t e m i r . a t i o x  of xhcthcr and ho~r  l3rg.r. tral:@y fills 

rr:cm Mountciint3p Mining would bc authorized. :'he W E  wo?il.ci presume 

that most g r o j x t r r  m u l d  require art i n d i v i d u a l  pe rmi t - .  C;cnt?ral pnmits 

( N a t i a c w l d c  P c r r r i i t s  or SWP 21) wcuid bc; a p p i i r a b l c  if. Lirrtitoci 

c i r c u ~ . 3 r s r ~ c c o . ' ~  f O E  :.!ixid r e i y  on S143Ji rc?vj.cws ( i n  W.3oi Visgiri ia,  

t h i a  w m ; d  ko dsno l@JEEP), a i ~ d  vtauld reqiii~c mitipiltiori of  

~ n s v o i f i n b l a  cbqicltic i c tpnc ts  ( o n - ~ i t e  ?r in-kind o f f - y i t e ) .  'Shc COE 

t;oirl3 be the lead agency fcr  KS6\ cncsul ta t ic 'n  3n aquatic rwsOur ixc ,  8r:d 

agsncy decis i iz r  makina processes. Thia a i t e z n a t i v e  wottld a l l sd  f o r  

mcii.e P K Y X  31'lmtiltilI ass~:swcr.~;s of impacts cirk umLcrlr-hed3 l e33 the%*. 250 

acres i n  size. The Ccncrs l  o r  i&P p x n i i t  ,CJZOCC,SS has  teen criticized 

f r ; ~  t h r  fast app?:oval of projects witP, l i t t ; . l ~  nr  n o  s&niniatrr;xtlvc 

delay. ','his i s  co~firzied by the CGE s ta t i s t ics .  ' T h  COI? prw,sreed ac 

averaye of 74,5i.0 applicationt i ;nnu;i i ly b&.r-?ei?n 1996 ar:d 1999, m d  

a u t h o r i z e d  94 ,J pcrcont: of t h e m  u n d s r  t h c  MWP p m d t .  The C.'OE. r e q u i r e d  

s n l y  6 .7  perccr:t o f  the a p p l i c a n t s  t o  uridcrgo a n  indivrdual p~rnit, 3 r d  

:lowever, a l l m - i n g  t h e  durrtping of svrrburdan w i t h i n  130 feet of a atrawsl 

teeil11;f i r r e ~ ~ s ~ - a b l y  :iarra i lvk c n L y  :he k&>s,i+.ata of cr i t ters  w i ? h i n  the 

C. XTdErnATIVX ?$2 

Tke D r d t  E i S  idcntifiea t P t s  s:thrnntive n n  t h e  prr;Ecrrs8 r a m .  

?)li..! 1~3l;jd e E f e c : t . i ~ e S y  s I : r4?in: i~l~ t h e  rtrllilRRPi of p~1Tt t t i :>g ,  w i t h  r? 

jni~ir appl icat ion prccess overseen kiy the CM:F& ihtagerrcy (La West 

Virqin ia ,  It  w ~ u l d  f a l l  tc hW$D,"Dep). The 34?@. ageicy wcu:ci receive the 

agplica".iori f o r  a p e m ? j . t ,  and :hen t kc .  I'CIC wcitld j . n l r i a l l y  i k ~ i &  ti:!? 

api3 l ;cabi i i ty  c > f  i : idividua? p?rrizit prtxsa.-. Any r ~ c n c r a l  or NWP ZL 

pennits pro..re;r?sd by COE: w o u l d  r e l y  On  data frmr t h e  BE-83Wi review. 

3i t s iqa t ion  o t  ~1tav~0i.dabLe aquat ic  ispo?ct,e m ~ i i d  isa r e q u i r e d  st r z  t b ?  

ap2fspriwte l w e i ,  F-i r 'chermore ,  SIKPF54 agencies w i i i  take ttna Lead k c ? r  

ESA cc;crdination fez :.iFE 21 permits ,  FLB ~ m l d  ::etain t h e  a b l i i t y  t o  

ciinsul'c o n  un~-sraaLusd B . 7 A  ~ S B U C ~ ~  103: a1.L CTYR aecticn 404 WL-mits." 

i"k,ie a l t e r n a t i v e  t>asice:.ly crest85 o n e  psrmit a p p l i s ~ r k n  that., 

the =el i~rd-~.qtr-y imuld s t d ~ r i i i t  to the CGF, and ts SKt7PA a g e n c i e s ,  T~:*sB 

t x r o  agenci.es rm+ald j o i n t l y  :%h i l o  m a i n t ~ i r ~ i n g  i r i d e p ~ d c i l t  rcvi.shui 

at U BJ. 
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werc ir, watersheds between 75 and 25G acres, t h e  rest being i:1 

wat?r~:-.~:ds gri"ster t h . ~ r :  259 acres.  " A? p r a v ? ~ ; ; . ~ !  y di:7;,:1~.serj, tS+- N8F 

2 2  r:+?r-nits ace  c: i i rrwntiy i.qstwti f o r  w a t e r s h e i ? ~  1wijs t h a ~  /r", ~ R C . P . W F ,  

thazefrsr~, 356 cf v a l l e y  f i l l . ?  i n  Ke~3;ltuc.k~~ were a~ppraited without s!:y 

i;i:?d o f  cnvirorxental  ajsrssrrent [sr.d Vkst i f j  rgi cicr'd rasorri is 5:1sk as 

d icma; )  If or.e were tc. reduce :he waterehea acrangs s i z e  to a t  least 
-" ? 

a i:- i i c t -v>  wntsr.*hed, Ke?tuciry would i-eqiii r e  nnv i  rnniwn*ii l  a n s & s . v ~ i s n ~ i ;  

I?n .t least  1 %  more affected watsr~heds, and Wes? Virginia  w m l d  

fox tthi 3 p ~ e l i x i n ~ x y  3raf t. '' T h i s  rc&Licti:3n was n ~ j t  evan  i n e n t i m e d  i n  

the pra l in ina ry  d r a f t ,  as i f  i t  d i d  nat even e x i s t ,  h h  w i l l  be 

disc . imseJ  further i n  t h e  impact a sect inn  a s  3 pns~ ! i 131~  ~Lternativd. 
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i . IML'PCTS l"0 9 T X & E  

T:ox aLc r u n y  t;pcr o i  c-treon:~ atkcctcd by vali@y f i l l s .  F L a n t  

c.wur.unit-i  cs  tcunci i n  higl?-iyra3icnt c t r c a m ~  l e e  u i l i g v ~ l y  35apthd t.2 

d ~ r ' ~ * i ~ v t  i n  that E ' ~ C  sf ~ r , - i ~ i ~ o i - ~ m ~ * ~ % t .  i'ilere hsbic-lts g?p~?s .g t :  ti;: 

nb:::'idnr;cc cf  f lo ra  cs.-~sidcioti to be endemic: (ma.. ~ p e c i c n  b i c g  very 

~ o r ? r !  to Lhc rcgrion." F m l l  strtwma and hcad,wter ctreams play an 

irrp:rka!,t: pzrt it-. t h e  ~ot?'i 'e~.iii5.~ of orgarlic ~ r a f - t c ~  tra *.in% par t ic i i lo tc ,  

sedirncrr..r!txtiii3::~ por,d,o can rtlrigc tcejrn 3.50 t o  5 r X  twat OF cl:znr:ol 

occlupancy, rnd cnn bo locatccd 3200 feet frarn the t c e  cf t k e  ~;.slley 

f i:. i ." Thi.9 ccdimc:~t-laden w3Cc.r can b e  cxpcctc-3 to ~ ~ L G K ;  i c t a  nearby 

~ i n i r r p x l 4  streams, tP.us a f f e c t i n g  s~uatic life. Toxic i h i ~ e z a 3 . s  E U C ~  as 

c ~ l t i l r  znd rcieliium kai:r; been notad in r:ighc?r ~3rX~~11tratiins beLc.'r? 

i:,svf: beor. clx.mstrater; C C ~  Lully cwqxixntc t o r  trtc t ~ z c t i . j n s  l a s t  bjj 

the lil l i o q  i : i  iii.adwetcr ntrcrztns r;e iilc indlroct ~ f f  mt.9 ta d c w n ~ t  rcmn 

S C ~ , C E ~ . ~  of ~t re.mi;; f xm? cvcr3urdrjr. duzucpcd upstr earn, '' 
Ir: order to prcltect Reactwater streams frm these devastating 

effei:ta,  o w  has  20 look LC further: than the "stxearn buffer  zone r::l&' 

w'i:.ld ki.: piaced cr "tocd mt" 100 feet ~ t p s t s c a n  of t3s p o i n t  :&cre Lhc 
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iii. ) ~ L Y . " ~ ; ~ L T L Q ~  i'W$:l'LC'F:S 

A- ~ t a t i r c l  pecvj o x !  y, c u r l . m t  r a i t  i g a t i u n  prxtices Lave n ~ t  been 

dmn;:i,3tr;rtcA to fuily cnni[r:t-.n::ate for the f u n c t i o n :  l o s t  by t.hc f i l l i n g  

cr hc.:d:wtc:: cLrca~:ta or: t h c  iniliirc-ct ciicc,ts tls downstrmm szgr.c?:it: 

f x c ~ r  up-itrenm t i1l.s. Stucikcs n ~ t c d  i n  the prci i r n i n w y  drhi-t  Ju i jg ;s t  

 hat :+cS;an:i:: cccotructed on ~ c i n i : ~ g  ~ i t ~ s  do not replace i.n-ki:ad =any 

c f  t .R? pre-xir::iq i u c c t i o n s  provided hby headvmtcr 3trea~.ir.rs,~' C r c i a t i n g  

an isolated w e t l e n d  r.n 3 rec la i~ i~ad  m i n e  d sa s  l i t t l e  to cul:"_ributi" tc 

*-I-& i ? ~ o l c g : ~ . z ~ i  nr"c;i;: c t  squatric ecoayctcn? do?~r,strc,m isam the n - i1 i2+  

S m s  opecicr; w i l l  be ablo to i n l i n b i t  %no c rsa t cd  wctlznde, b a t  ,a 

crologic,; ; ly i ico l tky  ntsiam im.~.lci bc t h c  bcs t  cgtiua. ';'he preij .minary 

cks f t ;  s q g e ~ t e d  that ~ . e d i ~ c c t . i ~ . ~  the g ~ u u n d i r a t ~ x  P ~ S W  ~ . :~ r i l d  hr.l.'i 

reestablish stra,sm i;!?annels, by desi-~nirig l ; a ck i ;~ i l  sl?pea 9n the down 

j iopc 5 l d c  of th.2 nined 

Th.; LC: tor c L:o;i of etrcains wwuic  roqilxc rrjr%lc r e q u l ~ . o r y  r&iii3ge3 

20 ; Z l i x ~  .;alley f i l ?  configurat ic5, '?hi3 should i>c a paxt  c f  tbe 

iaitial ~ e m i t t i u g  prccesa. ':he per;~itCci!ig a g e n ~ i e s  m u s t  provide 

n:mbtori:?g sf thebe r e s t o r a t i o n  t ic t iv i t re r - ; ,  and penaltie.? F?r 

izl.>&,p.i.it:c: rc.sta:-atirj:, prcjcz:s. LQrrentl y, n c i t h c r  t h e  S W > M  nor the 

< " I  ,,%A a pormittir!g proccno r~quires t h e  a s scsmant  9f i;,pp9rt!.i!:iti~3 to 

rcp;2c,:,: l o s t  aqua t i c  habi2,at; duc t o  s?izfacc m i n i n g  acti.;itLies, 'Ykir: 

wi.11 need :.r, ch,3n$e,  E.'urzhem.ure, W V X P  i n &  cat& that on-s i te  

f i i t j .uat i4;r i  sf strmam and ass3ciat.ed wet;snria xas nst the coxm fur pr-e- 

l i t - jq . i t i c ; i  :ninini: ope~ntians.'~ Ln fact, c~i7.1 C,?II~SII~C.E in Xcst 

' j i r g i i i i a  optcd to pny i n t o  a stream i l r i p a c t  mi ticjirtlork fur!& at a rn:a 

,;f $ l i O , c ? G ' . i  ~ p r  acre f.?r s t ~ ~ : a n i  iicpazts to ti?*= cue or' a fill, an? 

isl i+ei. z t ~ e a r n  zheniiii.~.zi., 

4. - , , a~ iu i i ,  ; c" . . i & I L e y  f i l l  s a l so  
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i r :vas iue  species. 3r.e breuL5 thick that' l i n t i ~ g  q m c i e - ~  linacc:eptah~% to 
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w e r n t i t t j n ?  e*-~alusr t i r ins  2r, the .kaL.itat, atxh s.3 an eilvlr%wmellrta). 

anse.esmertt .  &* r,o"_ed in tb- i .3  secti3ii, e h n r s  iiparrts can  be seduced 

cmsjderabi.y by inski t i i t i r ~ g  :he 35 zcra r i ra izags  ba?i n xestrictrran 

3cer:ari:>, and pu:rting appro::.rists :nnnitaring arid rlcc:r;lsiri;etiiit~ 

prac5icas and per.a?,tias  in+.:^ effect. Fustharrxire, fW3 sheitlci be the 

a~errcyaj l l rwad tr; oversee h a b i t a t  rastorwtio?., which would reqcire smf i  

cour cl i t :eLicrn Letween RE3 a id  t-l..i sLa-R  SK;RSI dy&nf:y, perhapr spsl l t r . J  

u t i t  i r t  the ?.XIU, We 20n3 Draf- E:S d i d  r w r  crj~sider a :owex drainage 

bsai;: res t f lud l : ic  Irr any uf ;;tirr;e in i z n  sngyesteJ e l t a r i r a t l v e s ,  n%. 

d i d  ii firid strat il;vaaivc speciau w a s  3 sigitiXi<:iant ~ S ~ U I .  G 1 v m  'he 

incredliie cleatrucz.luri or [cr;aa! ;:i i l~e f u t w i e  s c e n a ~ l u s  aity!psLrd i . 2 ~  

C . C'C?F%iVN I TY LbSUES 

twmwiity inoues a r e  not eve:x a xd!>bf f i ~ u s  of r h a  2003 Draf t  

E I S .  Wzmnvar, tk'.eg w2re notcri 51; the xmping ~ I O C C B Z ,  vi th c l t i ~ a m  

sort~pl.ainl.ng of b l a s t i n g  and rrduc: ion i n  air q~clal~ty.'z Cr?iwir.i+y i.'..stlh~ 

incl~:clie effects of hi;3sr.inq, a i r  quali .cy,  and envirowien+.nl  jt1.3ticcs. 

i .  R=RB?TMG 

The b i g p a r  i x r z i p k b i ~ t  by c i t . i t ~ * n s  r.bnr.e?-3 PI: blasting. 91,xstirlg 

i s  perca-i i ~ s d  ?R *he m ~ s t  dv?trimnl-tul, fnri tor  j n df+;??rari:-r..j r h e  wderydey 

l i v e s  of citizens residing in p r o x i o i  ty ta scrfate mining opsraticns. '' 
A ?rwQ cnmiiissicmwd Sy t h e n  S;xecnar Underwccd ~ h n w e d  k h e t  ilhe nci.%e, 

d u s t ,  ant:! & i r  shwk nslz on l y  dim&gt?$ p x ~ o p i l r t j r ,  b:it n i s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i ~ r p i r e d  the -qi~ali:y s f  l i f e  of t h o s e  impacted. Fusthermore,  Che strtdy 

n n t d  t h a t  blastin9 had '_he grc,n-:ert nc:rati?-e i m p a c t  t*a peorie living 

adjacant. to "he 51,irface RI: act i : r i t i a s .  '' Laws and z@quitticn~ as c 

s~.tpoc-sed ts , ~ e t  limits oc vLbr@tis?s; ~pccificaily t h e  3PKP.A 

eegwiatisris address tilese issues, 7 3  The Gwerricrx t a s k  fcrce? fo1~r.d~ 

hcweves, that h i a s t l n g  mer;.f.ada hove c?langsd signif icantjy O i r @ i  " i h . r :  

years, whi:lile r i ie  $I.K'M rquhilatiar.s ha% 30:. 

T:.le ZOO? E x a f t  E l 3  disrZ3se3 .the86 concarns over b l a s t i n g ,  

stat it:^^ that "blastlzg is r.:.ar a s i g n i f i c a n t  i s w a d '  ard t h e r  L h s  

---- 
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i v .  Ti-IE J.ASP MRI) r3H C3-WJYL'TTY MPRCTS? 

'?'hcyn.: aro rmt t h e  rjiiiy .rx:m~.wlnity i sa l iaa  "ch3t- c;.w> up i n  t h o  
-- . d r p i n g  , , prr?cgi.-,?. hbloodir,g o f  dawnstream cotmtiuni tiac f'rtom vo l i cy  f i l i t :  

i s  sr.ot_h*r i 3sus  :.hat the ptir>iic, is ccncernecl alxmtr. This is because 

cn c; i tXdro-  l y  3ign:l icant I+rindbcageo. Proytsscd p l a n s  to m r f a c c  x i n u  

t l a i r  Momt.ain, i. C I X ~ ~  of atrug$ie t o  ur.iuni.rc the ct:alfiel&! in the  

e a r l y  59:D's +-I^ *%. , met w i t ? ;  m ~ c h  r e~ i . 2 tnnce  frorr n m c t y  re~idrnt3. A 

r~gg3lcstcd ac t ion  cmuld  bc to hold such in~urtant c u l t u r a l  landsmpse an 

;and t r u s t .  

'The O i j t m m  line i i i t l? ?.I-ICBC c m m w i t y  i-,suep i a t h a t  it i s  

e~3p13~~'1'~%+., montionad a s r i ~ c r  i n  t h i s  coiT[v3r,t paper, a c c 3 i m t ~  for  clnljr  

can ficurf.st.~ once t h i a  + ; I S ~ L I T C ~  i a  spent. 

I'h? Ingiczwxtaticm of 3. rcg:rictior> on valley fills tr; 35 ecrcs 

;L ' 6s ; ;  volal.-i: micirmlly iripa::ttte price of cnal, i n c r e a s i n g  .:he  rice 

t y  only one dol lar  per t on . "  The cc~;incrmc s t - !d i e s ,  eixr3ti:ssicned hy t ~ c  

LPA, a$m shw t ~ a t  rc-str~ctmr;l %:.iaase v d i ~ e v  r;L:sr to ti.?. rllczi ler  

acrewe lrmlts r - w l r '  Ir ,ersam t h e  przce electricity be o n l y  a f e i r  

cants grsr Me$a Watt. f k x  [WHr j . ""~urthernwre, t ' i t le  wree 1'0 n o t - i b l e  
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Ann Nelson 
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Ann Ndsun 
Date: 1/05/2004 
City Term Alta State: WV Zip: 26764 

-- 
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Nanette Nelson 

You wmt to t& about economic dwtebpment, Where is it? Awordii to the DEP wclbsite there are 363 a o t h  
Mng permits in BOOM C !  They my xkat WR rjltm can b made into ecommic d e v r ? i o p ~  s h .  Whew are thq? 
'h am 79 active hfIR &es now, nnd I doubt that t will ew be my klnd of ecommic dwefopment on Big Coal 

terribb con63tioap mund WR sites. Pmperty values hwe gone dawnPeople: contd WYQ pet 
nough out oftM homm to buy an equivalent home elsawhere. Pb~pkf) hve worked Q Mi l f m  to haw a bmc only 
1 seo it's value go to altm ~wtbing, Wfittaavib and Madison nre only &&s o f h t  the;y owe m. Ev(?rywk 
xm Is MTR, w n ~ m d t y  death LUowPeop1e h e  left bemuse tkoy aan't $tarad h ti% csndtlom mu.& by 
QR Out sctrooh !lave Lxtcn clashg. We have lost inmy whooh in our obturty in the past few years, Nwd I say More? 

Thay my that MfR 18 wond&l for wildti, if that i< na vdy is the MWfe coin@ dom into our yards looki Lr 
lad? TISY never did that be%rc, YOO never hew a whippimv~ t m y ~ o r n +  ~ i g  ~ o a l  RW umi edto IE o f k h  watw 6- 1 -5 
~ ~ 9 8 e l u .  Thy were hge. They wee everywIrere in tL river. They sre BU gone now. You irave poisoned and poUutcd 
ad blwted and dusted t b  envhnmant to death 'Mot to mantion the wiWW flooding is o d g  
~mawhte every ttnsl we &\re a t.ein c ~ ~ t .  Tkis u 
swd WMh is &lad in and P e d d  tax dollars afe 

I 

rc wouM just all go away. oing anywhere. So don" get yow: Bops upf 

You say that M'IR is a d. For whom? I imagine that it is for ttue person sMng in a big 

eth to go to bed wfr.e!n it &, They ~lecr, with their chrtties on. HOW ~ 8 n  people hw good nzentd health w 
ec: thci world Mi de86royed mund th is common and ila is d t y .  'lhese at@i problems tkr 
ured o w d g  up to you to Bx t b .  Tt i.i tima fbr them reguiator 
3 It4w #om 

- - 
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6-?8f_ -,--..,, ~~_7$2foa/14/2003I STOCKTON IMM?: I New 
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Phase 1 
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New 
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11111* 

New 
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Renewed 
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(03116119981 Booue Block Surface 1 Renewed 
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New 

New 

New 

New 

New 
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New 
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Inactive 

New 
____ 
faactive - 
h r s e  1 
Released - 
Renewed - 
Pliase 1 
Released 
7 

R e n d  

Renewed 
_I_I. 

Imctivt, 

Renewed - 
Pha* 2 

R8ie&ered - 
Phaa 1 
R d e ~ e d  - 
New 

Wage 1 
Released 
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New 

New 

New 

New __ 
New 
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Phase 1 
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My comments center on the absence In the Draft Envimmentd Impact 
Statement (DElS? of a focurd consideration of the e f k t s  0x1 Jowt~st~arn 
ccosy atems of cumdative: r e m o d  of significant numberrs of headwater 
st l+ems 
from a drainage basin. Both he body of the DEIS sad the AppenGces 
repeatedly ~a i s e  the issue and prurvide sufficient information to 
est&lish 
it ~ L B  a majm concern. Yet there is no systernetic evduation. Nor are 
the 
variuw concerns that me raised canid &wu& to either the Executive 
Summary or to the temrnmmdncioxl and evalutrbitoin nf alternatives In my 
view, the fdme to camider ctawnst~~am ecosystem impacts reprewnts r? 

m a p  omissiarr. "fie isme rs d&ttedlg dificult, iu pat because the 
impact of removing a single s t m  m a taqpr dnamst.t.eam receiving body 

-- - 
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be small mcl diffxult, to measure. Yet the practice of Mot~ataiatop 
removal 
ur.cwlvcs the potential loss of many headwater stpcasns, wth a 
concomitant 
potential for large downsircam impacts. And it is precisely this sort 
of 
question that the E X  should addfcss. 

' fhc ptcntial impoaavlcc of headwater streams to cdowmtrcam ecosystfzms 
is 
reco~@mi in Chapter 111 where ~t is noted that small streams "play a 
pivo~al role in lotic ecosystemsf' and, among other things, "we the main 
conriuxt for export of water, nutrients, and organic maim to downstteam 
areas," PETS p TT1.f;-11). Also, (citkg Doppelt et d., I993), 
"Internitteat and ephemera! headwater strclams are, themfore, often 
largely 
~sponsibfe for mnaintmhing the quality of dowrtstrem~ riverim processes 
snd 
habitat for considerable distmces." (DEIS p. 111.-12). Chapter 4 
further 
discusses the role of headwater streams in e x p o h g  food energy to 
dounstrem ecosystems (DETS p. IV B-g), and points our &at. "Filling 
would 
e h m a t t  all aq~iatic and aquatic-dcpct%dmurt intcmctrons that would 
formerly 
haw oc~urred in the f l ed  area. lu areas downstream from fills, 
change* UI 
thc macroinvcrtebratc and fish communities bavc been obscmcd (tJSElJA, 
2000; 
Stauffer and I:erret$2002) Any drmge in community composition map 
impact 
the biotic interactions but these interactions were not stuctred ss part 
of 
tXus EIS because they are often difficult. to demonstrate." (DEE 
TV.D-4) I t  
further goes on to cs~rclude that : "The permanent nature of Eilling 
would 
suggest that iWFh.i/ V F impacts to bxobc mteractions in headwater s&eam 
systems, including interar:ticms tinking ternstrid birsta to the aquatic 
entirorment, may cor~scitute a ~rreversrble impact to this system in the 

kforc detailed discussions of the impoaancc of headwater streams to 
downstrem ecosystems itnd the potwtid consequences of their 
ehmsltion 
apperu: h Appendix D ( T h e  Value of Headwater Streams: Results of a 
Workshop", in whrcb I wm a partkipat), and Appendix I ("Cumulative 
Impact 
Shr$""). One of the major points that gmerg.es from the the Headwater 
Strezlms 
Workshop is that aquatic sdenti.sts haw relatively extensive knowledge 
and 
a p o d  understanchq of d1e ~httonslrrp between hadwater and 
downstream 
ecosystems. AiLbough yumultitative specific eshates  o f d u u m ~ t ~ ~  
impacts 
are not available in the literature, and would require sigaificant 
effort to 
develop, these are not questinns &sat are out of reach or  can be 
legitimately dismissed for lack of documentation. The Wekdwitter Streams 
fhYok9hOp ~110uld have provided the bass for further mqusrqi in the 
dcvc1opmcat nE the DEE, but was, it seems, used m a substitute for thr 
in-depth, comprehensive review and analysis that thts queshon deserves. 

The Cumulative Impact Study (Appendix I), by its very uame, should haw 
addressed the patentid i r n p ~ t  ua Jcmmstream ~~s)rs i .ems.  Yet, 
itlexpficaldy, 
the introduction t;o this study states: "h&rect impacts- to streams 
such as 
those that would occur downstream fmm filled or mincd out ~ t w m  awm 
w e e  
not evaluated in &is x~alysis. As such, e s d t s  of the direct impacts 
of 
stream metrics likely undcreshmtes totd impxts t o  ~ t ~ m s . "  @. 
iq. 
Despite &is QsdhLirme.t., the study does note that downstream ecosystems 
depend on upstream ecosystems for purtions or their Energy Bow (App I, 
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Mike Newell 

Despite these rrclu?owledBmmis of p~tc?ntid impacts, &ere is n~arbcm in 
the 
DEE a serious attempt to assess or quiurrify them. f t  docs not seem 
just%&Ie to cite tlre difficulty of the problem as a remon to dismiss 
it. 
T strongfp urge that t%e DEIS he revised to indude a substantive 
analysis 
ofthe potential fnt cutnulati-ve d o w ~ s t r e ~ m  impacts, and that the 
iriformatran 
that is a.tdable on these be given reasorrable consideration in the 
summarks and evaluations. fjindly, to the extent that defixikive 
evduation 
.remraius lacking, the pmdent policy would seem to call for mare vigornus 
pmtections of headwater 5t.ream.i. 
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Brad Newshm Duane Nichols 

Dear Mr. Forren, 

This is where you're gama bsc  us the ekctioa, 

This is amazingly stupid1 

I fidd it unconscionable that the Bush dministratron plans to 
mntinue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with rninhg 
practices that l e d  mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury 
streams, and dcs troy communities. 

Brad Newsham 
4426 PLasmt Vdep Court S. 
Oddatd, California 9461 1 

1-9 

cc: 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Representative Barbara Lee 
Send crr T3iancnnc Feinstein 

Duane334yw .corn 
To: R3 Motmtsintop&)EP14 

01/06/2004 0 1 :44 ccr 
PM Subject: Comment On Mountaintop Mining EIS 

To: U.S. EPA, Region 3 
Prom: Duane G. Nichds 
Date: January 6 , 2 W  
Re: ETS on Mountaintop Mining Tn Appilxhia 

This letter of protest requests that all the stteams of Applackta be 
protected from tire effects of mining, espcislly from the valley 611 
techniques sssoc&.trf wih mouataintop removal minrng. Ko fill should 
occur closer elran 100 f& $from itay strew, otherwise these nittucal 
streams will be darnaged forever after. 

Consider the mount of acreage affected by mining. &re is a srunmary of 
a recent atids fmm the Chadeston Gazette, the most a&horilative 
newspaper in all of West Virginis 

November 04,2003 Strip-mined acreage up angarn in W,Va We& Virginia 
coal opmtors continue to strip mine mom acres than they rectairn, 
according to a fedoral OBw of Surface ,Mining report issued Monday. In 
its annual review of West Virginia's $drip mining regulatory prt~gram, 
QSM mid that 296,300 mws - an area nwdy tbe size of Boone County - 
is currently di~turbed by mirting, [Charleston Gazette, Chaflestofi, Wt']. 

I am a land owner an We& Vtrgkia and protest the incredibly h d  
situation currently existing: and, strongly request that tbe situation 
be reversed a.s.ap. Please ate the current U S  or start. w e r  and 
generate plms that will tnrelyprotec? thew mountains, these llilis, 
these valleys d all tbe streams. 

b a n e  C .  Nichols 
330 D r a m  Catcher Circle 
Morgantowo, WV 26508 
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Karl Norton Jason O'Brian 

REC'D DEC 3 I *& 

Dear Mr. John Foma EPA, 

f i l l  me what luxury f have to give up to Btop this ard I will fiml a way for at1 of UR to do it, 1 
prude .  If we can figure out how to fly into outar e, pvt 41 PC oa every desk and do surgery 
in ubw, then we can cerkiinly find a way to stop tearing iiprl the @met b slcwmrno&ta e n w ~  
and transportation. I know wdre q a b l e  of dwuluping the tmhnoloyjes needed, and making 
tl16m 8ffordable, to compldely replace our dependency on fornil fwls. 

f also know it's a money matter &&s holding us back ... it always is. But the earth IS the most 
pmious h a g  we have the re nsibifity of pmte-ctinp It's more important thm any anmiit, 
human. or <mount of money. Without i.t in good wcsr;king ordtx, we don't afcist: or we do mid 
wa'm miwrable ( x e  the movie Rhde Rumer). If you havm't notied the bmutifirl plms in this 
country are &dining druily. Each day we! glvo up more iand more Lnd to h a p l ~ m d  
dmetopment. We can't aRmd to contrnue at this pace. People? ate going to have to learn to five 
in new ways. Jt is sn outrage to me that it i s  even e ccmsidrntion up F5r a~sytnval to Lfecide 
weather we should continut: mining in certain nw8.s or not. 

The law should sts'sct plainly vIf it hurts the o:vlronnrent in anyway, shape or form. ~t is NOT sn 
optian. Flnd another way to mkr; your money, make your hause warw or mkc your mr go.'' 
cud of discunrsion! 'b needs to bi? tderztnee for lrrqaxir&Me use oftha earth's twouxws. 
h d  by the way, &me; things are mot "resou~es" for us to take. They 
tl~tngs IT needs to contime knctioaifta psapdy. God did not pwrt them here for us and our 
&upid cam. Pm not sure why tbe oil i8 them, but I know it's there for a mason and we probably 
sl~aufdn't use all of it. 
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Mary O'Brien 

Sincerely, 

Jason OF3 nan 
2801 NW 23rd Blvd Apt G24 
Gainesville, FT, 32605-5911 

M ~ Y  O'Rrien 
Date: I #M/%YJ4 
City: Eugene State: OR Zip: 97408-716'7 

Yaw May 29,2003 Draft Enviromental BE on rnount&top mining and valley fills 
failed to consider "'"ail reasonable dternativm" becmse it did no? examine an alternaive 
ha t  would minimize env~mmentd  impacts. This makes illegal your choice of an 1. -5 
altemtive that ovoilld INCREASR the damage from mountaintop mining, You n d  to 
write a new DK& EIS that examines dl reasonable dtesnatives, 
Mary O'Brien 

--- , -  
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Delivered Date: 01 /Ed2004 01 PM 

It is corastantfy mnazing and truly nrrusatiag to read about tkus topic and 
be invited to give my camrnea@ on this subject after over 30 yars, That is 
30 pafs of destruction. What do you want ta know, exactly? How I feel about 
it? What MY scientific proof is? Wejzher matter, not now afid not irr the 
paQ. 

Bere is the red issue: ~ o u ~ a i i n s  md stre-ms are k i ~ g  destroyed in West 
Virginia which do not blotrg to the destxoyers. Not: do tke mountains and 
streams &long to the regulators. I sure God is not impressed by the 
government's legalization efforts and His ward says dl His creation is 
precious to Him. 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Mansger, 

f vas born md raised just awtside of TVheehng \Yest Virginia. I am appalled that 
anpane could even consider relaxing m m k g  stand& on the removal of mount& 
taps, The destruction of the immediate mnuflt&a is horrible enough, Add -In the 
concurrent. deatructiun on skeruns, forests, and homes caused by rhe removd of the 
ground and subsequent erosion and we create a world that dl be tmtenahle for those 
lit* thew now duld those to follow afkr then. 

37 Court St 
Houftoa, ME 04730 
;2tbmia 
pokane@)&dm&e.com 
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Efhel Oldham Russell Oliver 

------ --- 
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Steven Olshewsky Tony Oppegard 
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I em wriUng to comment on Mountelntop Removal 8s a means of mineral sxtm-. 1 cannot 
conceive bt a more d&rucWe, ignof'ant, seMsh ad. 

n by the C~QB- means far ow use with &tat di n(oft~ec0ndltlonalm 1 1-9 
earth w sm lekwing for krtuPer genewlons ghouW not even be c6nwertxr just for Ws ~ W R .  

It ki the Of the WEPA to plOt8Ct the BIpIiPonnteM. Tbb b 9as brrssl~ a9 C 
I urg~ the USEPA to deny sM futum attempts kt cany out this h a M  actlvily, 

Yl~liataantcp Hemovrl. 1s the :MA;: b ~ z a r r e ,  sritde,  x r f a p n n f  l h l s  t r r x s t m e n t  
~f : he surfase i ~ f  :hi3 aazth  tha t  1 arn E~F'SC~? of. 
%.ad efew.r*is1~4f: rtrquiros sus t a rna l -1 -  use oE L1;lria ear?? w h e i e  fL~:?Jro_ 
qsnerat:sns wlL- rspand +.heir l l v a s  ar;* try to have a gcc~d stazxbrd :xf 

l i v i i i g  + *f':lesc flattatcci surfems amidst the d*stcuctlan of v a l l ~ y s ,  
bale  ~ j ~ d ~ r i ~ % i , j e ,  cesr-~uc:run, 01 r ~ i 1 d l i . C ~  iizib~~tat. (&,d bf r z , l d l _ f . =  , t se , f )  
w z 1 3  rcyulra ; c ry  eqy3onslve n t ' s r i t i u n  i n  tha f u t u r r ; .  ThC?a 3ri. nit 
eveit 
tiliablc; flattened areas - t h ~ y  are rnon?~rr,e:lts to a 13?11tlire that 
a r p r r s n t i y  i s  w;lL*ng tc sacsifrne the hlatrra; at" earlier geo~ratisns 
aod the saEst.9 ana 'c.~ll-baing c f  future  qmersr,icip_; to my noti'lrna s f  
the de?etruction of lardforrrs that t o u k  r n l l l i u n s  of tc d&?elop. 
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Amanda 0' Shea 

Dear ,Mr. fohn Foam, Project Mmager, 

I imagine khsi eventuiltly even the peed driven actions of the Chen~~/Rsmsfelld 
s h i n  will understand that they udl suffer the consequences of their reckless 
ernvironrnentd plicies along with the r e ~ t  of us who aren't rich enough to buffer 
ourselt~es fmm disease caused by the continued enslavement to fossil &el. Mayhe 
%hen your own childrm me dying of cancer you wifl realize just how dangerous you 
are to those of us who know better. 

----- Forwarded by David KidenWlUSBPAIUS on 01108i2004 01 :48 PM ----+ 

January 2,2004 
Mr. John Fnrren 
1S.S. Environmerftal Prottxtiou Apucy 
1650 Arch Street 
Phifildelphia, PA 191 03 

Dear John Fomn, 

m t b t  the Bus11 administration plans to coatinue to iet coal companies destroy 
Appalackra with mining practlcer that Ievd mwntalntqx, wlpe a r t  forests, bury stmms, and 
destroy communittes. 

I grew up in .wuthwe&ertl Pennsyvama: moved far away ns s twnaga. Fur many yews, 1 took 
solace in diflficult times in the memory of one particular ppiwe that 1 qmt my time RR B child. I 
used to w&k along a cout~tsy road, a few miles from our home, until f mched n. pasture with 
horns and turned on a dirt road. Prom them, across a stream and 
up x hg hill, and here 5 spent many happy, ppence~ drays. f t  wm a kmtiful country-slew, pure 
w&r and old, hedthy 2$am. 'lle owner had installed trash ~ a m  forihe people die uwd I t ,  f 
guess there wefe mmy of us, but it W ~ S  such 8 quiet Flfse, It was a spot a growing gtrl could 
expenencc solitude slnd l a  a h t  the wonders ofmtwe. In my ymrs of travalhng,, ( Bought 
often of thrs place, and longed for Ute day I could return to its tranquility. 

I eat there, tight in the middle of that twlsty country ad, fora long titw. Tt u.as gone. Just 
go". Where 1 had expected to see tbe old bill and trees nnd wilde~uess, now 1 saw 9 hugs. 
gradudly sloping mound of mud. Thert* wem some tm stump lei%, tb iaqer ones, and ids of 
tire. tracks. Some kg trucks sitting idle. 1 hate to think what had I r a ~ n d  to the strrtsm, and 
how tau& debris hstd be11 wasked away bfore it was buried wmplbely. The homes were still 
there, diflerent ones now, of ca~tlrre, but ~omebow they looked so mcfi mom forelam with that 
scene of destruction khtnd them than they had whm fnt was a pretty, nafurai setting. 
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f had never sea anythmg like, if, I had not too long h%m, an w t d e  abut  "mo~nhielop 
removal", and hadn't paid much mrnd to it at the ttme. Now, however, I was wang frmtlxand 
what it meant to destroy na tmtrrt: munmn,  and dill 11s diverse cwsystcm. It was one of thc 
wowt f w l ~ n p  of my life. to c o w  around the h t d  an that old ccou~itry mad and f nd that it urxs 
jmt gone, all gone. For some fleetmg prot%. It made me wonder if those of 11s who enjoyed that 
area wudd raihcr have p id ,  bgether, for zn more environmnk-prewming way of naintng it, if 11 
h d  to be done. I still hold memories ofthat place, dear, and regret its tragic destiudm~, Xf only 
there were some way to gauge athe true ~ m p d  of thrr, short-sighted practrce, on the sr~rrouaQng 
envrronment and cornmuntly, I feel sure that 11 would he tliscontinud. 

According to the admin~stratian's dmtt T;,nvimnmeatai lmpAct Sbhmnt(EIS) oa muntttintop 
ccmvval coal mining, the mvtranmntdd cffsts of muntainrop r~movrtl are widesprd, 
devastrrtlng, and pamnont. Yet tbe draft ETS proposes no rzstnctrons on the size of valley fiUs 
that bury streamy, no fimts on the trt~mber of acres of forest that can be destroyed, no prott.ctions 
for r~nperiled wildlife, a d  no safeguards fur the communitius oFpc;.ople that derpcnd on thc 
repon's uaafural resources for thtsmveives and future generntlons, 

The Bush administmiton's "pr~ferrcd alivrnaiive" for addressing the problems caused by 
mountamtop ~emuvnl cod mining is to wetken misting environmental protections. This 
"preferred nltermt~ve" xgnores the admmxstfsllon's own &d~es detailing the devaatat~on caused 
by mountamtop wmovai waf mming, including: 

- w e r  12W mtbs of streams h v c  been damaged or destroyed by mcwntaintop remuvtd; 

- forest losses m West Virginia have the potential of directly impacting as many as 244 
vertebr&e wildlife species; 

- Witlrout new l~mtts on mountaintop mmvaf, an addrtional350 square miles of mantains. 
streams, and forr?&s mI1 be flattened and destroyed by mountaintap removal mimag. 

In light of thew facts. I urge you to consider aiternatives that atreduce fbe environmntd impacts 
of mountaintop removal Some other way to get vatuable matemls from the g w n d  c ~ i  be 
found, one that costs mom in the shoTt-tm, prhefps, but prcr;serves the hatlty and value of 
netusel plaws for our and future generatrons. Iltank you for your coasiderat~on of this important 
issue. 

Aimnda O'Shcn 
1732 Fowler Strmt, Apt. O 
Pofi Myers, FL 33901 
USA 

Dear Mu. John Forren, Project Manager, 

The Bush dmulisttstiou must consrder alternatives that: d u c e  the 
ent.ironancntd impacts of mountahtop rcmovd md t k a  hplcrnmt memures 

to protect natural i l so t r~ces  md cornmanides in Appd~~chia, such 8s 

restriciions an h e  size af d e p  f d i s  t-o d a c e  the destmrctioiz sf' 
streams, forests, wildlife and commutlitres. J rx 
amend ihe J r d t  El$ xco&giy. 

- 
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Jon Owens 

John Forren, Environmental Protection Agency 
U 53 EPA (3EA3U) 
'1 650 Arch Street 
Phtladelphte, PA 191 W 

k a r  Mr Forren, 

Keeping in mind the purpostr anU intent of the Environmental F%ot&ion 
Apncy, 
please act to protect the @rrviromnt 

Sincerely, 
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Lynn P&@on 

no sxt~grards for the cornmumties nfpenpla that depend on h e  regmn's 
nattrrd rewurces f a  tlwrtlselves xnd .future p;t.net.atmzi, 

The D i d t  k~drnuilsw~nun's "prclfened allrrr~uhbe" For rt&lressing thr 
problems caused by mountmntap renrovni coal, mmmg rs to weaken cxistmg 
i.nt.~ronr;~ental protections. I'hls "preferred nl ternatme" Ignores the 
admmstmbon's own s h ~ d ~ s  detadmg the dewstattan caused by 
rnounrslrntop rexnovai coal rnrnmg, includmg 

- over 12130 r n h  of s t t c m s  hiuvc: been dmaged oc destroyed by 
m oimtstntop remow t; 

- forest iossw 1n West V ~ r p n i ~  have the potential ot drrectly 
~ n q ~ c b n g  as ~nany as 244 vertebrate 'iv~ldhfe sperm; 

Wtthuut slew lttrilts or1 mounlhutbj~ rerilova1, LUI a d d ~ t ~ m a l  350 square 
miles of rnounmns, stcams, and forests will be flattened wnd drswoyd 
by rnartntatntap r~moval mtntng. 

In light of. these tacts, 1 wgc you to cnnsder alternatives that reduce 
the enwtonincntal rtrrpcts o f r l i o u n ~ r l ~ p  removal. Tllrurk you 
for yaw cons~deratton of t h t s  important lesue. 

Lon P~tslcy 
n/s 
Columbus, OH 
I JSA 

Uhited State& Army Carps of E~gfneevs 

Commeata: VaHey ]Fill Errviranmmbi Impact Stntttment 

It appears that most of the Special Interest group% with a god of 

bmninglteskicting Mou~tain Tap Retrroval Mining or other typcs of surface mining are 

liviilg in a world with blindem. H would be w o n d ~ h l  to have unlimited supplies of 

perfectly clean, non-envimnn~entalty impacting energy. I'm a major supporter. 

Unfo~t~natefy there is no flw I&. The energy  upp ply of the United States has a 

foundation i~ mining whether it be coal or nuclear md it will be that way for I" sure the 

ramainder o f  my lifetime. The laws mgulating &we base industries have to both protect 

the envr'mwnmt in which we live md at the same time nlbw the extraction of the 

matlrcos neoessary to Atel our enetrgy needs, 

At the fieart of dl coal mining in the mountains of Kentttcky, Weat Virginia, 

ove~burden (mck and dirt) in 

1 4  economy, The EX3 did& tomplctely address tfre reclaimed back to nature out 

come asld it didn't highlight the short-term positives. It dso didn't higbiighl the! 

economic advmta~m of some ofthe alternate rmlrunation ~ltern&tivw such as Stolic 

order to @in access to the resome. As noted, it is not waste, ft is not metal laden sfudge. 

It is tbe sama rocks and dM that ore, iri out: b~ckyards. Wifh a vary few mceptioas, it Is 

fiat used lo bury streams. The headof-hailzags weas used wre dry except when there is 

significant rain. The drainage8 are not destroyed. 'They ,r relocated (to the sides ofthe 
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!be mine and the ~sociated ff lis are not scenic, But once the mine has been reclaimed the 10-6-2 

rura is attractive and can be of significantly increased value to the mmmunity and the 



Mary Pasti 

industrid development or dcvellapmmt for tourism. I 

I 

Crest, Twist h l ,  and Raven Rock. None of these Golf Comes dong with their positive 

igpacts on the- total comrnunitie8 would be there without Mom 

their necessary hollow fills. The local airports and business devefogmont areas were not 

stressed either. There is no useable flat land remaining in tke Momtains which means no 

Xf you stwnd on tap of one of the high-points and look our across the mountains 

10-3-5 

you don't see miles and miles ofwaste caused by mountain top mining, as is stPess by tbe 

Special Interat groups. Thme ldre isolated mountins that bave been lowemi by one Et! 

three hundred feet and they have been or o\re behg reclaimed. Tht: 3313 quantifies the 1 10-6-2 
number of acres that have b n  disturbed and it is a m a U  percexttage but a picture or map I 
would be a much btter visual reference. Tho SpeciaI Interest groups display a picture of I 
a five-acre mess and that is what is used to characterize all of mountain top mining. I 

be an unbiased statenlent of tlm facts. When many of the studies quoted were completed 

Please recognize tllc positive impacts of mining witb the same emphasis ~s the 

negative impacts are recognized. TIM energy future of the Udted StIrtas is at rrtake. Tha 

cconomic future of the region is at stake. The jobs of my neighbors are nt stake. 

Lynn P d g t o n ,  PE 
591 Potts Branch 

"mary.~~ti@yde. 
eduN <rnary,pa~tE To: R3 UountaintamEPA 

CC: 

8 I /O6/2(fO4 0 1 : 18 Subject: Please S t q  Destructtve Mountaintop Removal 
Mining 

PM 

Mary Pasti 
29 Mtilip St. 
New Haven, CST M5f 5 
mat.y.p&i@yerfe.cdu 

P 

-- 
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Cynthia Patterson & Peter Schrand Leiter Patton 

- -- 
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Jerone Paul K,Payne 
--- 

Jan %,ZOO4 

To whom it may concern, 
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Karen Payne Ray Payne 

Ray Payne 
836 Raderick Rd, 
Knoxville, TN 37923-24439 

Mr. John Forren, US EPA 
t 650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 30 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

Having been born and raised in West Virginia, 1 have spent 73 years in A~patadria 
(West Virginia, Virginia and erast Tennessee) and I'm unalterably opposed to strip 
mining in the Appabchian Mountains. 1 have worked for a mining company (inside 
and outside) and have many rejatives, past and present, who made their living 
working far  coal companies. All strip mining in the Appalachian Mountains is 
depjombie and mountain-topmmovaI is the wurst possible Form of coal mining. 

& you we8 know: 
1. Mountaintop removal destroys streams and valleys. 
2. It contaminates drinking water. 
3, tt causes flooding. 
4. i t  makes m o m c a p s  out of our AppaIachian Mount* which are % m e  of 

the oldest and most beautiful tnounttaim in the world. 
5, it: causes blasting damage to nearby resident's homes and businesses, 
6. It cause air pollution to nearby residential and business areas. 
7. It destroys hardwood forests, wildlife habitat, Appalachian culture and 

heritage. 
8. It defies the Executive Order regarding environmental Justice for low Income 

w e .  
9. It destroys jobs and is enviranmenrzllly Insane. 

There Ls NQTHING good that clan be said &bout mountain-top-removal coal mining. 
The Environmentaf Impact Statements prepared for thttse operations are a Farce 
and this form of mining is a crime against the people and against nature. 

I urge you to help stop this form of mining, 

Sincerely, 

- ---- 
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Ray Payne 
836 Roderick Rd. 
Knoxville, TN 33923-249 

Mr. John Forren, US EPA (3ES30) 
1 6 50 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 191 03 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

Except for S of my 73 years I have always IM in Appalachia. The 5 years were 
spent in the: military service! (3 years) and ernplopmt outside of Appabchh. 
Mysetf, my father, brother and many other dose and distant r&tives worked as 
hourly wage employees for the coal companies. We have never supported strip 
mining and most of us were strongly opposed to it, wen thaugh it crested a k w  
jobs I~I a region where unemployment was always a serious problem, except during 
the two World Wars. 

Mountaintop removal mining is unquestionably the worst possible form of rninlng, It 
should be prohibited by law, especially here in the eastern part: of the U.S. t'tn 
retquesting that you do everything legally possible to prohibit this form of mining. 

~+yl./*- 
Ray Payna 

Elizabeth Peelle 
Date: lt07/20M 
City: Oak Ridge State: TN Zip: 37830 

Your own draft EIS shows &at the impact:$ of mountaintop ranoval coat mining are 
severe and irreversible. This practice h s  severe impacts upan the Iand and streams. The 
db.t loses of ctcalogicai sust;tip&ility and ecotlomic viability are: devastating for the 
people who depend upon these lands for their future. I also obje~t to the proposed 
efimina%ian of the 25 -px  old 1u1e aht  trans minifig impst~ts within 100 feet of streams. 
Here irr the foothills of the Cumbdands in Tennessee, we fought for the pmgage and 
implementation d this rule ta protect out streams ftam minctticm and the TVA lakes from 
filling: up with the spoif from improper mining, Why at: you allowing tf-ds &-rave 
backward step? Please a& my objections to your meard of citizen rertction to this 
proposed acceleration of a msplded and dangerous permimittg action. 

Sincerely yours, 
D Elimbeth P e e k  
130 Oklahoma Am. 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
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Joan Peoples 

To: Mr, John F'orren 
US. Environmental Protection Agency (3EB30) 
165450 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 I02 
mountruntop+rJ@ep.gov 

Date: January 20, Z W  

Re: Programmatic h a f t  Eavircmmental Impact 
Statement: EPA 9-03-R--rM0'1'3 

The intent of this letter is to express the concern ofhe  League of Women Voter8 af 
Kentucky regasding pupmed new regulations governing MaunTajntop Mining and 
"Valley Pills CMTMNF). 

The mining indusky in Kentucky is a signrficant part of our ecooamy and, 8s SU&, has 
always been treated with special cse. Balancing the competing interests of the three 
major players - mining companies, the popfe, and the ecosystem - is an important 
function of a demoantic government. It i s  w~tb  chis in mind &at I write m opposition to 
some d the ptapo~ed recornmendations in the EIS repart cm I t l T W F .  

I am sure you have recaved many comments citing scientific euidmx of the harm 
assoc~ared with MWNF, Let m e  just say that the LWV oT Kentucky feels strollgly that 
the ~mportlznee of this evidence aprpeurs not to have heai given due weight during the 
development of the cumat propods for w w  regufabons, Within that context, pfwe  
comider the follawing stwrnent$. 

Tfic LWVKY feels strmgly that the adverse effects of mining on people attd ecosystems 
should be reduced, not increased, as we- fear would happen under the new 
remmmendatinns, For example, we object to nation-wide permits, preferring instead tkrtt 
itktividual prrnits be required and tailored to specific lacations. We &jest to changes 
that ttppear to lementhc: influence sf state governmeItts @nd state and federiii wild& 
agencies in the permitting proms, As an atlvwate for infwmed citizen participation 
in government, the Txague dsa respecgully requests that m y  new regulations strengthen, 
not diminish, the ease with which the public may p"rtidpate in future actions risgsding 
the reguladon of mounrzlinrap removal and valley fill methods of' mining. 

I hope these comments will factor into your defibt.r&ons regarding the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement and a&y new M T W F  tegurxtions to be developed in 
the fume. 

Respectfully yours, 

Joan B. Peoples 
President 
859-986-4088 (h) 
peop3esjcCciriclub.org (h) 

-- 
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Dolores Perez Candice Peters 

"boj inx3@comcast 
.net'' cbojinx34 To: R3 MountaintoK@OPA 

CC: 

611062004 01 :42 Subject: Please Stop Destructive MounEtrilttop Removal 
ruining 

PM 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, 

Do not allow cod interests tu derrfroy Appillrrchia: by allowing them tn 
blow off mountain tops, ltostmy forcgts, stwirns and communities. Wc thc 
cittzens, can not keep up with the ways you trse trying to de5troy our 
envtronrnent in favor of corporate tnterests. AMEND THE DRAFT EfS 
ACC'OWINGLY. 

Dolores Perez 
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Dear Mr. John Forren EPA, 

It 1s unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to continue to 
let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mnmg practices thrtt level 
mounhintclps, wipe out furests ntid bury streams in the valleys below. 
Mountaintop removal mining and valley fills should not bt; altowexi ;urd 
the iaws and liltgu.latlons that protect clam water must not be wmkened. 
In particular, I oppose the pqxm1 to chmge the stream buffer zone 
rule that pmhiblts mining activity within I00 feet of streams. This 
nth should be strtctfy enforced for vallcy fills and in all &or 
CQBeS. 

Let's set: 5 we, as a country can lessen oar impact on America Ihe 
Beudiful.?.?.?.?. Is it miliy that hard? Yes, I a p e l  sometimes 
thew cnngrvet~oni~t orgniahom gpo a little off the deep end, C w  
ia point in my college days at Colorado Collqe, one organixation 
claimed responsibility for burnlng down thc Two Elks I d p e  at VVI 
Mountwn in pmtea of the expanston of the alredy huge (hut mming in 
my opimon) Vsil Sh Resort. Their clam was that the expansion was 
going to redwe the cana&an Lynx ppulation, The expanaon went ahead 
and created a @eat bgck country like area for skiem which likely 
reduces the number of out of bounds skier accidents fmm the 
unpmdisbxbfe conditions. Seems to me thls ends up saving hum- lives 
and guem how many Cumdimcur L j m  wwe lo&- none. There had been no 
Candian Lynx in the area for a long tim. Maybe that was h a u s e  of 
the crcafion af the skr resorts In t%c f irsf  place, mybe not, I don't 
know. 

Anyway, gettiag back to the pint ,  tlmx thi~tgs ~ome  to mind. I) 
Toyota and Nonda have been able to produce eEficient, fun and relativefy 
sparty hybrid vehtclw when it didn't mlly fook possiMa a few short 
years back. 2)Denmark almady gets -20% of it$ energy frorn wind. 
3)R~ght bcre in fhc Twin Cities, one of G q i l l ' a  caginem was able to 
find a way tn make platstic and dher everyday items, such ts$ fabric 
fibers. from renewable resources insteed of petroleum blas-ed ~murces .  
'Type In www~ca~gi l ldow.~tn and let them k1t you how ,... 
Pretty cml, hub? Amazing what a liuie ingenuity can do. 

Im P&emen 
2690 Fox St 
Wayzak MN 55391-9339 
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Denise Peterson Jm Peterson 

---- Fonvarded by David &derjR3/USEP44jUS on 01/08/2004 M:52 PA4 ----- 

Dear John Forren 

1 wotrld ltkc to vowe my opinion in opposition to mountamtop removal. Thts practice dong 
with ftlling tm3lrgs is dmnstat ing tn thc erology nf thc Iwal c*ornnmn~tics. Pcnplc who's 
Irvel~hmd depend upon motmtluris are iocced to  kave their homes from the Jeswction that 
the dynarnl~e md dust hme left upon them. The mountam are literally blnwn qat-t.... 
St-~rdres strow that the l l ~ h  forests o f  southern Wrest V q p a  and Pastern Kt-ntmky sre 
anlung L ~ I P  most Liohgicdly diverse ternpetarc Sorcsts o m  Earth. We need to yeutrct 
them ... Coal mining has been the only livebhood for many of these famrlies, a d  prcmd 
miners gate d-ietr hves to open thc d m r  for untonitatton m dris country Aidmu& the coal 
industry htw hng promis~d prosperity, the nfea rematns one of the pnotest in the mtion. 
And now wc. aim to &kc c v m  dm sway frnm thew ~ c o ~ * ? G  md hi what? .k ~cstfiet the crvt of 
us can rum on nix lrgl~fs and dishu~ashrtrs and vcrs md computers without a thoq$t??23 
TJteh~ protect the meam buffer zones. The Clean Water L4ct was crea&d for a rt.nson.., 
every child desrrves fresh water t o  drink. Think of the children Irving downstr~sm fcorn 
these c d r y  l'rlis,.. Thrtr weih are coritarnmatcd a d  these towns don't. haw tlrc rnoriey tv 
invest in public waks supply,.. We need ro bcgm to teach penpfc to cunscme.., To thmk 
befort switching on the lights.. '1'0 use the technology of d2e 21 century to help us hamest 
energy from rer~ewabte recourses.., Help protect the mountaim.. their people and the 
enwrrmmcntl l'hc s t d t r s  arc thew.. don't ignore them.., cspcrially not  twrausc aFp~lttm1 
pressure ... 

Sincerely, 

And just what is wrong whh thc regajar miniag procedtwes? Do we treed the coal that 
quickly, or is this an&her "'Plea the Big Bays" scheme. What an. awful way ta go about 
things. 

I am not necessarily a greenie, but I am fbr c a m o n  sense, ~ n d  there is none hare- Ybu 
give the miners cancer, and trike away thdr homes. Nice going. I 
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Susan Peterson Dean Petrich 

TO: John Forre11 

"ptrJch@hidtrey. 
corn'' <petrich To: RJ %uat&ntop@Ef"A 

cc: 
Of /O6/2OM 03:03 Subject: Please Stop Dcstructivc h4munmintop 

Removal IMhhg 
PiM 

Dean Petrich 
21 31 Mid& Drive 
Frdaud, WA 38249-9516 
petrictr@whidbep.com 
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Debor& Pettry Amelia Pickering 

1~36 W. %ont&m Way 
San Diego, CA 92103 . * 

Mr. John Fomn 
US EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch St~wt 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 

Re: E~virommtai Impact Statement about Momfainfop Rmoval, mpechfly 3n West 
Virginla 

D m  Mr. Fopen: 

1 wish to state my qposition Zo Momtaintop Removal. MTR destroys stream, 
contaminates &M&g water, causes flooding, moonscapes out of bautiful 
mount&aq damages peoples' homes, en8angm their lives, and destmys forest md 
*idlife habitat. 

It also destroys m c d  h o m q  hclading thost of my ancestors. Ifthis were happenkg 
to Mr. Rush's m y  home in Maine, we'd be seering am imtnediate end to Mountain Top 
Removtkl! 

Tke EPA should be putting its e80rts into supporting dternahve energy sowcm &at 
replace cod and oil. h t &  I am mhmed that our ~ovmment  is supporting hydrogen 
as nn aItemative, when in fact hydrogm generation will require dditional md and more 
Mountain Top hrnbval. 

I ask the EPA to: 

1. Put an a d  to Mom& Top Ramoval 
2. Support the developrnmt of truly reaewabb dta:mativc energy s o m  
3. Provide sever@ penalties for any Yialatons of EPA policias &wEia;B tho mouneaiag 

These momt&m are a precious part of ow: American enviromat atld mast be 
pmerved. 

Bkbomb Brooks Pettry, Ph.D. 

Dear Ntr, Fmm, 

X. atn writing to you a ~ o u t  ttu: &vimnment.a~ ~mpplct -mt on moxmtaint& 
r m d  eLnd v&ey fizls rrnd proposed fuZa c that it d m  far 
coal companies to de-oy aur laad d wmnuzitie8.5 live in the coaJfield8 of 
Kentucky and I larow &e derrtruden and devastation that mautltafntLlp 
rmwd mining ibg d&g. 

f do not support Alternatives #I, 2 or 3 contained wiW the EX$ report. None of / 1 -5 
these oprians 4 p t w t  our water cw QW mrnwuIridea. I erm oppah~d to any 

B that would we&b~~ thb fam m d  regtkhtiom that protect olear~ water. 
t R c ? ~ b u f f e r ' 8 o n e n i l e ~ t  

p~ohibit~ l&lhg C Z C ~ ~  hthh 100 feet 6f *b~m3. I 

I am aw~dpy Ulat the repart arjwts, withottt r n a s u z t n ~  canafddon, +&c 
x d i o n s  on the uw dvprlley BZls. Them is plenty of science and a r~trong 

a pwdtion th& bdhg m u n U s  and brvying hltrws is 
wrong aad ptlst et4p M ~ ~ ~ ~ t a i n t o p  rom& m d  d e y  hlls ae et way afminhg 
has mpae about as a loophole in fedwal haw mei these p&ce:b should be 
outlawed mmplet&y. 

Tkb repart rge Bush ta tha cod 
indtrstrg. It t what mauetaQctop removaf 
mining L doh8 and ignarm tfie public$ demand ibr clew waterI a healthy 
m * o m a t  and &t c m d ~ c s .  
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Joseph & Helen Piekering Joseph Presson 
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Andrew Price 

prate& n&ural resources and communities in 
rcxtrictions 
t3n the srze ofvdley f i l ls  to rd ixx  the dc%trwtion of rctreRms, 
forests, 
~4lflife and comrnunrtie~. l urge you to tmrnediately amend the draff EIS 
accordingly. 

Sincerely, 
Joseph Anthony Presson 
cmail-deltnarkat@~ErcgIobal.nd 

PS. Mr. Farm please do nut think that although this 1s a form 
I&er perhaps used by many, it none the less contains the concerns that 
many of us have. 

do not take thts to be a srnali voice of few peopie, it is 
thc concern of all of IB who live on this earth. Pteasc do not mistake 
me for m e  of the tree 

hugging acttvlst who so often get In tb news, m y  
political views and choices cross over into both the democratic and 
republrcan arenas and 1 do believe 

that trZ~ e~vironmnt 2s more preciotis that any political 
dogma. Please do not Id fhese word and the future of this hautifui 
land hfl to thc buatncss's 

and the grccd thaf i s  Mind to long term impacts and 
the Tuttire of America's most precwa; reyourcea ... the nlr we breathe and 
the larrd we live on 
thank jrou, f o s q l ~ .  

I am opposed to any 

--. 
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Donna Price Perrie'Lee Prouty 
-. . + * -  - - - *  

Mr. John F m  
U.S. EPA (3C930) 
1650 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 4 WU3 

Mr. Fon@n, 

t with! to ask U. 8, Emrimnmentai PratBGfim Agency to 
ssnvimramcsml, social and economic devastation Vust mwntaintap removal mining has 
already causgd in Central Appalsohh, and tb put an rssrd to this irwsponsibje form of 
mi mining. 

The Envimnmcsntral Impact Study C O R C ~ ~ W  that maun&intw removal mining k M i  
to ftm emvironmant, that it contributes to disastrous fiooding h t  mutinely emdanger lives 
and property, and &at it can contribute to the d%gradetion oS neirtural wetlands and 
wildlife habht In the region. 

Ye4 the study Mws no so . lneteed, it p w p 0 . w ~  
improve mmmunIcations order to expedite 
pwmittirtg p m x w ,  Mile n fw @I@ land and 
rscsmmenbaons ere 8 mechanism, devieed by the Bu!& sdminisbatjon an to 
the &PA, th;st allows corpwatim to ctanti 
m t h d  while rarnsidng imlifFwent to th8 
connection ta khe land. 

The paap1s who fFve in thaae mountains and river vhtileys, d@s~ndants of many 
gen$r#ionrs of AppalacHam, know .this land to be the lifsbhd of a unique culture, rich 
in history, tradition &Pro 
heritage For Mure being 

Our quality of life and our hevpe for a sustainable mrwmic tU.m for ouf psople is 
fitwally being blasbd and burid under 
mountains and river vaileyq the culture of an 
provide a e o m  of energy that is, at bst ,  temporary -for cola[ is a finit@ wsaurce. 

P l e e  stop Utis Imspwibk d m t i o n .  Stop mountaintop temomi. 

Donna Price 

1650 Arch Street 
PWelpbia, PA 19103 

doing 
Wdbbf&BiZ4atDdtrsJfayfi& 

3. PGnnit appM&n ga to the COE & Sate bDEP t~ dmi& k: dus& and loartrbs, 
4. Shbe would Iesld tlre &&on. 

With & the fat&c$@ them is on tlw, &&cts of 1 @&atsdtfiom&Phrarocauerasa 
I a m a p ~ 8 8 t h a t ~ ~ ~ m c i e s t h a d y w ~ u ~ d d 0 w ~ e f i P t s t o j  the lives 
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Christine Rafd Teresa Rafi 

Dear Mr. john F o m ,  Project Marnager, 

1 find it h d  to Ix4ieve &at this practice has actudly happened in 
the past and more thw once. It's sa ltxkkous, so bxcliedibly 
destructive, I can't believe ppeople want to do more of it. Meaae help 
s haigbten out priorities. 

Christine Rafal 
122 F4cst.h St 

Somedle, MA 02135 
ra6d@fas,ham~rdrdcd~i 

I am writing to conamat on the &aft EIS regatding the practice of k~~outitaintok> ren~ovril in 
surface mnmg ot.ri;ratnans m WV, VA, TN, and KY, As n general comment on the practice, 
mounlaixltop remow4 and adjaceat valley filling is bnrbivic, aftd it Is inctedibk to believe it is 

n in this counwy and in h s  day h a u s e  it is simply nn eacfier and cheaper 
method crf removing cod. Pa% of the EPAs tesponsibiflties under tbe listed 'Alternatrveskould 
bk to "develop and propose. as SapprapM2Itt5, mkria fat additional chemicals or other parameters 
@.&, bblogid indicators)tha would support a madificaticln of misting smte water quality 
standiuds." In doing so, I encourage the EPA NOT to allow any of the States in question F A ,  
KY,, TN, WV) to use this provision as a vehicle fm R E M I N G  ESTABLISHED WATER 
QIJAIvT'JY CRITERIA, which would ultimately aliow or audaw mining cclmpanles to cnntinue 
their activities wittrout mtigating the impacts of their actions, Please rememberrhnt the EPA w;ls 
emblished for the ptotectmn of the enviroxlment and puhwMlc safety. It is not the job al" the ElPA to 
ensure eccsnonGc detselop~yrent. If mitring conqmnies carmot conduct their uperutms itr such a 
way that en.wre;F water quality criteria are: met, then they should not wnduct thwe activities, or 
they should curtdl those ~ctivities to a scope aad a scale within wM& they can easure they are 
not adversely impacting water qudity, Pl6a.w do not &stegat.d the findings ofthe EXS. 
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C m  bn tfu! En- hpct Stndy@IS) on Momtafn I'ap Removal 

J u & a a M , & m a l . L d n s 6 f n t b b t e h h f a m m ~ m p u s h e d  
intbthe h m  buried hundreds af miles of 

w, but mmtlng 
a n d ~ P U I ~ b ' ~ ~ ~ @ ' ~ o r l d w a t e r  
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Jan Randall 
.ijranddl@sfsu.e<i To: R? Mountaintogg>EPA 
113' cc: 

Subject : for hearing on mountain mining 
1213012O03 04:06 
YM 

Pkase r e d  attached letter a b u t  mountaintop mining. 

Mr. John Forrw 
Project Manager 
l J.S. Envimnmentd Protwtion Agency (3EA30) 
5 650 Arch Street 
Yhrladclphra, PA 19 103 

Dear Mr, Fomn: 

I &-onply urge you tcr mend  the EFAs dm8 env~ronmenhl i 
h x n M  effects of mountaintop removal minirag. As a biologist, I find the %Ah 
Administration p t i c y  that whote m w n d n  tops can be m o v e d  to result in the 
destructton of forests and streams a totally unllcceptable practice, ?he environmental 
damage for a short term financial g ~ i n  by cool cornparnos should mt be allowad. 

%s opinmn zs not rnme alone. According to the dm6 Envlronmentd Empact Stnbment 
(EIS). the env~ronmezntal ef-rmts of rnounlmntup wmovd are widespmd. AevaMng pnd 
permen t .  Yet the draft E1S proposes no restrictmu on the size of valley fills tlmt bury 
streams, no Iimts on the number of acres of forest that can tK. destmywd, no pmte+tiuas 
for impnled wtldlife and no safeguards for the ciommun~ties that depend on the  ton's 
nltlt~ral resources ;for themxelves and future pnemtions. Insterld, fhe Bush 
admin~skatian'~ "preferred alternativef' for addressing the enormous problem c a ~ s e d  by 
mountaintop rcrnoval mifling ignores the administration's own studies aad proposes 
uwdcmng existing environmental p r t~~c t ions  and allnwlng mountaiutop removtil m d  
associated valley fills to continue a.t an accelemted. ratr. 

At the v q  IwsI, I urge the Bush dininivtratmn b conskderdlematives t b l  d u c e  the 
envit~nnmental impwts s f  mountamtop nstnoad and then implement memwrm to protect 
ndtural teswurceu and communities in Appalachia, such as ~estrictions OR the size af 
valley fills to reduce the destmc.tton of stecarns, forests, wildlife and communitias. 
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Kevin RandaIl 

n@brecn& G To R3 Mountainto 
Mns CC 

Subject Re Help Lrrnrt Mountaintop Coal Removal Mrn~q 
01 /I 912004 09 57 
PM 

I think tb re  should be the stron$& regukfions ta prevent ttw 
dratrwtctron of the mutltains and the filling and plutlon d %air 
stream 
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"Sowing My Commmity Back" 

By Fr. John S. Rauwh 

bcius Thompson lives about f ,000 feet h m  the blasting siteat the head nFXdttle Tom 

Biggs hollow in McRobert9, Kelttucky. The mining company doing mountnintop moval, a 

practice lhar decapitates mountains in Appalachia to expow a coal seam and lucratively extract 

the blasting. 

seotion Lucius rtdcted to his trailer actvdy sepamted from the main stntcture witfr the tremow. 
- "  - - - 

Whttn it rains, he p ~ t s  buckets throughout his house ta catch the drips fram the cmks caused by 

But no damage compares to the fright he got a year ago. Three of his childten, the oldest I 

1 6- I -5 

hillside with a force so powrhrl &at sny child or eldPly pem could earily hnva baa m p t  I 
away. 

Mou~ttaintq removal, like advanced produotion techniqms in otllex industries, itlusble~ 

some ethical principles lost in the quest for efficicnoy and profit, The chumh tmches that rights 

come with ~8ponsibilities. *I*h coal company hes n right to its coal, but it must mine it 

responsibly. 

it877 rhc? Su&cc Mining Conttol anri IPc?clmtion Act sought to prevent water 

contamination and blast d m g e  to homes. A quarter canturjr ago strip mine techrmlog allowed 

moving cod veins only n w  the mrfw 81x3 mine4 tand bad 60 be mbted to its original use 

and contour. One smdl cxenrption in SMGRA dlowed for leveling ofrnow1tnins and filling of' 

7 years of age, were playing in front of the hourje. A dowpour cam, 60 the kids went inside. A 

moment later n tortent of water rush4 down from the strip site flushing debris and mud ffom the 

charges, monster shovels and huge trucks hauling 80 tons somdimes level down mountains 500 I 

17-2-5 

cracked walls d foundations, ltnd surroundings of constant dust and noise pollution, I 

feet, dumping millions of tons oftop soil and m k  Into be river beds in the adjacent valleys. 

With rnounteintop removal mm1 communities face possible floods, dry wells, poltuted streeulls, 7 0-4-2 

itadustries stand in jeopardy. 

jobs. 111 1978 strip minfng employed 1'7,181 in Kmtucky, but by 2000 the fil~uro dropped to 

4,612, while production fell only one-fourth. A job in strip mining represents a temporary human 

Recoeplizing the pdncipfe of car0 of creation links naturally with the principle regarding 

11-1-5 

rights and rmponsibilitias, John Paui TI pwIalrns the right to a safo environment must eventually 

be induduf in m updated U.N. Charter of Eiuman Rights. "Rcqect f i  ti& and fnr the dignity of 

the human pmun atends also to the rest of om~ftion." 

Qn De~ember 10,2002, Ifitmtiond flumm E&ts Day, 60 peopke ascended a mountsin 

to a strip site ovmlookiag McRobeFts. T h y  came b pray. McRolrerts Eutd mt experienced a 

serious flood since 1957, but in the last 18 months thy  faced 5. h y s  rose to change hewts 

and open eyes. At the conclusios Ctatherlne Wen, a McRobrts' senior citizen, walked among 

the rock and dirt, and with a ~ymhlic gesture of how and determinatioa she; sraxtcred a hrtndful 

of wildflow s& saying, Y 'm rsowing my mmmunity bsck." 
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Lisa Raybum Eric Recfrel 

ail corn To R3 Mountaintop@EPA 
C;C 

01/05/2004 08 24 Subject. Comments on Draft prograrnmatlG Envltonmentgl 
Impact Statement on mountarntop 

AM removal caal rnrnmg 

Envtrornental Protection Agency Envrronmental tmpad Statement 

Dear Envrromental Protection Agency Envrmnmntal lmpad Statement, 

Having lfved In and loved West Virginla for aver twelve yearn, I 
Rave seen and studred the Impacts of mountain top remaval mining 
first Mnd I urge the Bush adrnimstratton to do werything In 
its po\rr@rs to rncrease the overstght of mountarn tap removal 
mlnrng practrces and to reduce the size and number of new 
mowztarn top removal sttes This rnlnlng practice has devesst9\ttng 
long-term Impacts to Iml  ecolog~es, communtties and ewnomres 

Lisa Rayburn 
176 Chapel Street 
Sprtlce Brie, Norlh Carolina 28777 

January 15, 2004 

Mr. John Famn 
us EPA (3EA301 
1 f S O  Arch St. 
Pit3ttdekphia PA 19103 

-- 
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Patricia Reed 

I sun upset to ieam that t he  Buqh ~dmmistrar~on plans tn conhnw to let coal ccmpanws 
destcoy Appalwh~a with mmng practices that lewl incruntaintopq wipe out  forests, bury 
strams, and destroy communities, Thts Issue is c3f extame iqnc tmce  to me, as it is to all 
who llvr on this planer, whether hey  choose to ignore it s c  speak out ahnut it. Pret.esrdent 
Bush is seeking re-election, brrt how can I pasably support, In p a d  conscience, myone who 
wodd rob our children and thezr children and all the other creatures who resde nn this 
planet of what's left of rhr earth that we now eqoy 2 To alluw mountaintop rmwval nzimng 
to conhnw, ad not only rhat, but  to also make ~t easier for coal mining companies to get 
perm& fur &is 1s p t  the fatest example of Mr. Bush conststentky showing a very serio~s 
lack of concern o r  appcecimon fur our home, the only place m h e  untverse we hme to lzve. 
I may be but one smdl person, hut f cannot and will riot uonscruusly offer my s~ipport tm a 
person who s h o w  such blatant d~sregacd for cur precious Eta& To m, as a ctttzen of this 
cwntry and of rhts pIa.net, the issw of our mvrmnnmit is of utmost mpcxtance, b e c ~ u s  as 
Iiurnans, we hve and d ~ e ,  but our earth wrll need to  go on so that our children can haw a 
Ilun~e. Wc ($0 not occupy t l ~  planet alone - we have animals and plants wid dl sorts of 
other spcct~s to consrder - most of them =re here long before we were We do  not have- 
the right to harm them, especially nut to t h ~  potnr of extinctton, whch is w h a t  will ultimatdy 
I q p e n  ns long as Mr. Bush md others like him  are rtlore concerned with h n g s  less 
trnprtctmt than the future o f  &is $met. People tend to put the issue of our enrironrnent on 
thr back hurnet s o  they can deal with the more tmmediate issues at hand, but &en they 
fixget &sut the pot t t d s  12011113g r~ver ~ r i  h e  tuck ?%e rssw of uur envtsoatrnent needs to 

be dealt with NOW Our cnvtronmental sttiu.tton can nu longer he ignored. Laws should be 
made ;fight now that prutect our plartet, but i n s ~ a d ,  the lawrrmkers asc lookrig fm ways to 
explott what rzsc)titce'i we hsvr left+ 

- forest losses rn West Yirgtnta have the patentid of directly impacting as msny as 244 
vertebrate wildlife qttcies, 

Xn light a f  tftrse facts, I urge you to consider alternatives that: r edwt  the en~iranfnilntd 
i n p r t s  of mountamtop ~moval. F~nd another w q .  Strip hurting our  tiorni-. Yo11 should 
be looking for ways to pmte'ct our Eesources insted of & n d q  Inure ways to rmqt our 
plmet: and destroy dl af us who live here. 

Patricia Reed 
k V~cmilyea Street 
Pleasaneilk, NY 10570 
USA 

--- 
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